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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Early Childhood Teachers’ Playfulness

and Teaching Creativity on Play Support Competence

Kim, Eun-hye
Early Childhood Education Major
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

This study analyzes the correlation between teachers’ playfulness as

well as teaching creativity and play support competence, and examines

the

effects of early childhood teachers’ playfulness and teaching

creativity on play support competence, and will provide basic data to

improve play support competence.

Based on this research goal, research questions were as follows.

1.

What is the general tendency of teachers’ playfulness, teaching
creativity and play support competence?
What is the correlation between teachers’ playfulness, teaching
creativity and play support competence?
What are the effects of teachers’ playfulness and teaching

creativity on play support competence?
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In this study, a questionnaire was conducted on 316 selected early
childhood teachers working at kindergartens and day care centers in
Seoul, Gyeonggi and Incheon areas. The survey was conducted from
September 14 to 30, 2021. The questions that measured teachers’
playfulness were based on The Adult Playfulness Scale developed by
Glynn and Webster(1992), which was later modified and reorganized by
Park Hyun Sook(2003). The questions that measured teaching creativity
were based on Scales for teaching creativity by Cropley(2004), which
were modified and reorganized by Choi Mi Ra(2021), which were
modified by this study. The questions that measured play support
competence were based on scale for teaching competencies of early
childhood teachers by Kim Yeon So0(2017), which modified by Lim Jin
Sook(2021), which modified and deleted by this study. The data collected
in this study are analyzed using SPSS 26.0 for windows, and descriptive
statistics, Pearson’s correlation analysis, the multiple regression analysis

was conducted.

The research findings are:

First, from the result of examining the general tendencies of teachers’
playfulness, teaching creativity and play support competence, teachers’
playfulness, teaching creativity and play support competence showed 4.91,
397, and 3.98 points, it is found that early childhood teachers are
relatively well aware of them with above the medium level of

recognition.
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Second, upon the review of the analysis outcome of a positive
correlation between teachers’ playfulness, teaching creativity and play
support competence, it is found that there is the highest positive
correlation between teaching creativity and play support competence.

Third, as a result of analyzing the effects of teachers’ playfulness and
teaching creativity on play support competence, it is found that they
have meaningful effect on play support competence. It is found that
cheerfulness, improvisation among the sub-factors teachers’ playfulness
have meaningful effect on play support competence. It is found that
general knowledge and thinking base, allow for openness and ambiguity,
motivation, divergent thinking and behavior among the sub-factors of
teaching creativity have meaningful effect on play support competence.
Teachers’ playfulness have meaningful effect on intrinsic motivation,
teacher’'s emotions and attitudes, creating a play environment among the
sub—factors of play support competence. Teaching creativity have
meaningful effect on all sub-factors of play support competence.

The results of this study could be meaningful in providing basic data
for enhancing play support competence by examining the playfulness and
teaching creativity, which is important in the curriculum, where the role

of teachers is emphasized for children’s learning through play.
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