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ABSTRACT

Fathers’ experiences of and requests for

communication with early childhood teachers.

Won-kyung, Yoon.

Dept. of Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to examine the experiences, difficulties,
and requests of fathers in communicating with early childhood teachers.
Through this study, we aim to provide implications for smooth
communication between early childhood teachers and fathers.

The research questions of this study are as follows:

1. What are fathers’ experiences in communicating with early childhood
teachers?

2. What difficulties do fathers experience in communicating with early
childhood teachers?

3. What are fathers’ requests for smooth communication with early
childhood teachers?

In this study, we conducted in-depth interviews with 10 fathers who
live in the Seoul and Gyeonggi areas and currently send their children
to early childhood education institutions. Interviews were conducted 2-3

times per research participant, for a total of 23 times. The interview
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format consisted of a combination of semi-structured questions and

open—ended questions according to the situation.

The results of this study can be summarized according to the research

questions as follows.

First, fathers learned new things about their children’s early childhood
education institutions through communication with early childhood
teachers, shared information about their children, and experienced
cooperation and problem solving with teachers. In addition, it was found
that they experienced communication with early childhood teachers
using various communication methods such as smart notice boards,
observation notebooks, and telephones.

In  addition, fathers experienced  positive  changes  through
communication with early childhood teachers. They gained an
understanding of their role as fathers and a sense of intimacy with
their children, strengthened the bond between couples and enhanced
parenting partnerships, and built trust with teachers, leading to the
activation of parental participation.

Second, fathers experienced communication difficulties due to situations
in which they felt uncomfortable with fathers, such as prioritizing
mothers over fathers or misunderstanding fathers’ intentions during
communication with early childhood teachers. They also expressed
concerns about the increased workload and burden on teachers and that
communication was difficult when teachers were in difficult situations.
In addition, fathers said that it was difficult to continue conversations
with teachers when they did not know their children well due to their
busy lives. when early childhood teachers’ communication focused on
asserting themselves, they felt it was difficult to continue
communication, and when conflicts arose, fathers chose mediation and
silence to protect their children.

Third, fathers wanted to understand and communicate about their

- 158 -



children’s individual characteristics based on trust and expertise in order
to communicate smoothly with early childhood teachers. They also
hoped that teachers would work at one early childhood education
institution for a long time teachers would not change frequently for
continuous and consistent education. Some fathers also preferred
non-face-to—face communication because they felt awkward meeting
teachers face-to—face. And fathers demanded time and space for fathers
to be included in parent interviews conducted at early childhood
education institutions without being excluded, and a change in the
perception of the director and teachers. They also hoped with various
teachers such as the director and principal, extended class teachers, and
after—-school teachers, rather than the long time teacher. Meanwhile,
some fathers thought that smooth communication would be possible if
there were male early childhood teachers.

Finally, fathers pointed out the problem of the high proportion of
infants and toddlers taught by one teacher, and said that an early
childhood education system that allows individual support should be
established. They said that companies should establish a family—friendly
institutional foundation and that a change in social perception of

childcare that is shared across society is necessary.

Based on these results, the suggestions for follow-up research are as

follows.

First, the scope of the study needs to be expanded to include fathers
from more diverse regions and backgrounds.

Second, long—term and objective research is needed to verify the actual
effects of communication between fathers and teachers on children’s

development.

This study is significant in that it examined what fathers experience

and what difficulties they face through communication with early
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childhood teachers to ensure smooth communication between early
childhood teachers and fathers, listened directly to the stories of fathers
regarding their requests, and interpreted the meaning of the results.
Based on the results of this study, it is expected to be used as basic
data for research that enables smooth communication between not only
mothers but also fathers and early childhood teachers at early childhood

education institutions.
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