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ABSTRACT

The Perception of Infant Abuse and

Compulsory Report System by Daycare Center
Teachers

Lim, Jung—min

Department of Early Childhood Education

The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this research is to understand how daycare center teachers
show different perception of infant abuse according to demographic
characteristics, and how they interpret the compulsory report system. In
order to do so, the following research topics have been composed.

1. Do daycare center teachers show different perception of infant abuse
according to demographic characteristics (age, work experience, education

level, with or without children at home, and the type of daycare center)?

2. How do daycare center teachers interpret the compulsory report system?

The research was targeted to daycare center teachers responsible for

infants under age 2 currently employed in Seoul, Gyeonggi areas. To
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investigate the perception of infant abuse and compulsory report system,
the researcher distributed a total of 300 questionnaires to the daycare
center teachers. Among the 275 questionnaires that were submitted back,
insincere responses were excluded. Eventually, a total of 264 sincere
responses were applied to the research. To supplement some of the
opinions that could not be found through the questionnaire, the researcher
also interviewed & teachers who participated in the survey.

To measure the perception of infant abuse by the daycare center teachers,
the researcher revised and reinforced the method by Ji Yoon Kim (2000)
by adjusting the standard to infants. The researcher took the same
approach to the compulsory report system by utilizing the survey devised
by Mi Yeong Choi (2007). The collected data went through statistical
treatment by frequency analysis, F-Test, and ANOVA for each research
topic. The result is as follows:

First, after evaluating the perception of infant abuse according to the
demographic characteristics of the daycare center teachers, the researcher
found out that perception showed significant difference in physical abuse
by the education level and the type of daycare center, and in emotional
abuse by the type of daycare center.

Moreover, perception showed significant difference in sexual abuse by the
type of daycare center, and in child neglect by the educational level and

work experience.

Second, after evaluating the perception of compulsory report system by the

daycare center teachers, the participants responded that they were aware of
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such system, but not familiar with the details such as the definition of
abuse and punishment regulations. In addition, the daycare center teachers
responded that although they did not doubt the presence of abuse in the
past, and that they would report such a case when encountering abuse,
they were having a hard time actually making a report due to the lack of
a clear distinction between moral discipline and abuse. However, the
research showed that the teachers felt the need for making reports to
defend the rights and interests of infants, to prevent further abuse from
happening, and to be responsible as teachers protecting the infants.
Moreover, they also believed that the government should actively intervene

and publicize the issue to prevent further infant abuse.
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