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ABSTRACT

Analysis of Teachers’ Discourses on Infants’ Negative

Emotional Expressions

Oh, Jeong-sun
Major in Child Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

This study purposed to survey teachers’ opinions on infants’ negative emotional
expressions through interviewing teachers experienced in an infant class and to
analyze teachers’ discourses on infants’ negative emotional expressions. In addition,
through the results of interviews on the process that infants’ emotion is stabilized
by the teacher’s response, this study are expected to provide basic materials for
beginner teachers of an infant class to understand infants’ negative emotional

expressions and help the infants control their emotion in a positive way.

The research questions of this study are as follows.

1) How do teachers perceive infants’ negative emotional expressions?

2) What factors have a significant effect on infants’ negative emotional
expressions?

3) How is teachers’ response to infants’ negative emotional expressions?

4) How do teachers think about the method of controlling infants’ negative



emotional expressions?

As this is a qualitative study based on teachers’ frank opinions on infants’
negative emotional expressions, we sampled 10 teachers who had experienced an
infant class where rapport had already been established. Data were -collected
through group and individual interviews for around 5 months from October 12,
2009 to February 27, 2010, and all the interviews were recorded with the
participants’ prior consent. In data analysis, recorded data and field notes were
itemized and classified. In addition, for the reliability of data analysis, advice was
sought from a teacher who majored in early childhood education and graduated
from a graduate school.

The results of this study are as follows.

First, teachers regarded infants’ negative emotional expressions as a phenomenon
appearing naturally in infants’ development process and a signal telling their
existence in a way of self-expression. In addition, infants’ negative emotional
expressions induced teachers to have negative prejudices such as ‘naughty child by
nature’ and ‘branded child’ and, as a result, the teachers felt limitations and
difficulties.

Second, teachers perceived that there are factors influencing infants’ negative
emotional expressions. That is, they said that the frequency and quality of infants’
negative emotional expressions are different according to the parents’ parenting
attitude. In addition, because infants lack communication skills, younger infants

who have difficulty in controlling negative emotions through language express



negative emotions more frequently. Furthermore, teachers’ discourses showed that
infants’ negative emotional expressions increase or decrease depending on the
number of infants per class.

Third, teachers’ responses to infants’ negative emotional expressions were as
follows. They showed a stern response to negative emotional expressions that hurt
others, and ignored repeated negative emotional expressions, but sometimes they
waited until infants’ emotion calmed down and then soothed their emotion so that
the infants might experience positive emotions.

Fourth, teachers thought that, in order to soothe infants’ negative emotional
expressions into positive ones, teacher education and parent education are
necessary on infants’ emotional development and negative emotional expressions.
What is more, infant class teachers suggested the necessity of sufficient
information on individual infants for sensitive response to their negative emotional
expressions. Another finding was that it may be desirable to put infant classes in
the hand of experienced teachers who can advise parents on infants’ negative

emotional expressions and how to control them.
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