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ABSTRACT

Collaborative Action Research for Effective

Management of Infant Safety Education

Lee, Soo—Young
Department of Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study was, in cooperation with teachers, to grasp the
problems of infant safety education and devise the measures for effective
management of infant safety education. In addition, this study tried to
examine any change in teachers and infants during the process of
collaborative action research for infant safety education and provide
implications for teacher training for safety education and the methods of
infant safety education. Research problems were set as below following the

study purpose.

First, how is the process of collaborative action for effective management
of infant safety education?
Second, how 1is the change in teachers and infants during the process of

collaborative action for infant safety education?



The research was conducted targeting 14 infants and 2 teachers of
Sprout Classroom at H Daycare Center located in K City. For effective
management of infant safety education, the researcher proceeded with
action research in cooperation with teachers. Preliminary study and main
study were conducted from September 1, 2016 to January 31, 2017 and
from February 1, 2017 to August 31, 2017, respectively. For data collection,
multilateral methods were used such as participant observation, individual
interview, group discussion, reflective journal, researcher journal, document
data, and objectified test. For data analysis, the collected data of the
process of collaborative action research and the change in teachers and
infants was analyzed and interpreted through integration and classification
of data, data analysis, data categorization, category analysis, and semantic
interpretation. In addition, in order to examine the effects of collaborative
action research for safety education on teachers and infants, pre-test and
post-test were conducted on teachers safety knowledge, safety practice,
and teaching efficacy as well as on infants’ safety knowledge and unsafe
behavior. The data was used to perform non-parametric test with SPSS
19.0 to analyze the effects of collaborative action research for infant safety
education on teachers and infants.

The study results can be summarized as below.

First, as for the process of collaborative action for effective management
of infant safety education, as part of the preparation for collaborative
action, the researcher interviewed teachers and performed participant
observation to form rapport, and then grasped the general problems of

infant safety education and educational environment. Additionally, through



literature review related to infant safety education, collaborative action
research was conducted to find improving measures to solve the problems
of infant safety education. Collaborative action research for infant safety
education was performed n three phases based on
planning—-action-observation and reflection-repeated action. The first phase
of action was ‘TImproving the environment for safe education’ to analyze
actual accidents, improve risky places of safety accident, and use risky
situations in daily life for safety education activity. The second phase of
action was ‘Making the content of safety education for infants’ to
reestablish the title and goal of infant safety education focusing on
standard childcare curriculum to make the content of infant safety
education considering the development and level of two-year—old infants,
and to produce and use educational materials appropriate for the content of
safety education. The third phase of action was ‘Applying various teaching
methods of infant safety education’ to learn the problems of teaching
methods of infant safety education and perform infant safety education
applying various safety teaching-learning methods.

Second, the change in teachers and infants that appeared during the
process of collaborative action for infant safety education was as follows.
As a result of examining the effects of the process of collaborative action
on teachers and infants, teachers’ safety knowledge and safety practice
improved through the process of collaborative action research, and their
teaching efficacy in regard to safety education also increased. Through the
process of collaborative action research for infant safety education, infants’

safety knowledge improved, and their unsafe behavior observed at the



daycare center was reduced.

The change in teachers and infants participating in collaborative action
research for infant safety education was as follows. Teachers acquired
safety knowledge and gained confidence in safety education, and thereby
came to be able to practice and evaluate safety education themselves. In
addition, through the process of collaborative action, teachers cooperated
with the researcher and colleagues and formed learning community where
they could grow further. On the other hand, infants came to be able to
recognize and cope with risky situations, form the basis of safe habits, and
have much interest in surrounding environments and members.

Collaborative action research for effective management of infant safety
education could improve actual difficulties at educational sites, raise
teachers’ confidence in safety education, professionalism, and efficacy, and
promote infants’ safety knowledge and safe behavior. Thus, collaborative
action research should be used in devising various measures for safety
education and teacher training. In addition, related research should be
constantly conducted on infants that are relatively isolated from the field of
safety education, and it is necessary to have much interest in development

of safety education programs and materials for infants.
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