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ABSTRACT

Experience and demand of life guidance through

team teaching of infant class teachers

Hye-Ree Kim.
Early Childhood Education Major
Graduate School of Education of

Sungshin University

The purpose of this study is to improve the efficiency of team teaching in the
infant class and to provide basic data for effective operation plan for infant life
guidance through team teaching by exploring the experience and needs of infant
life guidance teachers through team teaching. The research questions set according

to these research objectives are as follows.

First, what is the experience of life guidance through team teaching among infant
class teachers?
Second, what are the demands of infant class teachers for efficient team-teaching

life guidance?

The participants of this study were 8 infant class teachers who are currently
team-teaching the infant class, and from November 28, 2023, to February 22, 2024,
a total of 24 in-depth interviews were conducted three times for each study
participant to collect data. After reading the collected data repeatedly to grasp the
overall flow, a commonly mentioned topic or keyword was derived among the
contents that fit the purpose of the study, and categorized and analyzed based on
the relationship between them. In addition, in order to secure the wvalidity and
reliability of the study, it was reviewed by fellow researchers and research

participants, went through regular consultations with early childhood education
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experts, and tried to minimize interpretive, procedural, and methodological errors

through continuous correction and supplementation.

The results of this study are summarized according to the research questions as

follows.

First, as a result of examining the experience of life instruction through team
teaching of infant class teachers, teachers were experiencing the value of
"together’ life instruction through team teaching. When infant class teachers had
difficulty in teaching, such as repeated maladjustment behaviors of infants, they
provided mutual help to prevent physical and emotional exhaustion. Through this
energy arrangement, teachers were guiding their lives while maintaining consistent
emotions. In addition, two or more teachers observed the infant together,
complemented the observation gaps that one teacher might miss, and shared
various interpretations of the infant’s disposition and problematic behavior to
provide high—quality life instruction. Teachers maintained an orderly classroom
atmosphere through efficient role-sharing in work, and provided safe instruction
by role-sharing during bowel movements and play. In addition, role-sharing can
also secure the time and psychological margin to accommodate the individual
needs of infants and respond to emotional problems, which led to the practice of
life instruction that respects infants. Furthermore, the synergy of the positive
interaction between giving and receiving praise and encouragement to infants with
a mate teacher was effective in guiding the basic lifestyle of infants, and synergy
occurred in the bright atmosphere of play and the classroom, so the infant class
teachers lived happily and energetically. Additionally, infant class teachers grew up
guiding their lives ’together’. Successive teachers observed and imitated the
teaching methods and interactions of senior teachers, and experienced teachers
who had no experience in the infant class also expanded their teaching methods
through mate teachers. Through this mutual learning, teachers provided
professional life guidance. In addition, through collaborative life guidance through
mutual communication, they discussed the classroom’s problem situations together
and taught them in a consistent and diverse way. In addition, in their daily lives,
the senior and successor teachers were conscious of each other’'s eyes and
provided positive life guidance through mutual monitoring, such as checking and

maintaining their attitudes and roles as teachers. Unlike these positive experiences,
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infant class teachers were also experiencing difficulties from 'different’ from each
other. In particular, due to differences in educational perspectives between team
teachers, confusion among infants was caused by differences in the range, degree
of strictness, and degree of help for infant guidance. Additionally, the successor
teacher was unable to challenge the senior teacher’'s negative teaching method or
was confused by the situation in which he was assimilated, and the infant had
difficulty in responding to the guidance depending on the teacher’'s career.
Additionally, teachers experienced confusion and ambiguity in role performance,
especially when changing organizations, due to differences in various team
teaching methods and the type of team teaching operation of institutions.

Second, as a result of examining the needs of infant class teachers for effective
team-teaching life guidance, infant class teachers hoped that they would learn
something from a mate teacher who teamed up with them, and above all, an
attitude to learn from each other was more important. In addition, he said that
successful infant guidance was possible when he teamed up with competent senior
teachers and teachers who were personally striving to improve their
professionalism. In addition, it was said that mutual courtesy and respect must be
basically premised so that life guidance can be smoothly performed through
team-teaching, and that teachers’ relationships are more important than anything
else. In addition, it is said that clear performance of role division is provided to
infants through high-quality childcare and education, so it is an important
requirement for fellow teachers. As a request to the institution, when forming a
team, the placement of teachers with consistent educational officers was considered
important, and this was a key factor in preventing conflict and consistency in the
direction of infant guidance. Therefore, the judgment and competence of the
director of the team are very important. In addition, teachers wanted time to
secure fixed communication time and share examples and opinions with each
other. In addition, it was said that it was necessary to provide opportunities to
improve teamwork, such as missions and workshops to cooperate, and to educate
teachers to strengthen team teaching, life guidance, and communication capabilities.
Finally, there was a demand that the operating system of team teaching should be
clearly established, and in particular, it was said that conflict between teachers
should be alleviated and stable team relationships should be formed by clarifying
the criteria for role performance through a mentoring structure between senior and

junior officials.
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