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Abstract

An ethnographic investigation on interactions

between children and fathers in infancy

Shin Ha-na
Department of FEarly Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’'s University

The current study aimed to investigate what are difficulties
experienced by fathers when they interact with infants and what are
their efforts to solve these problems by observing the process of
interactions between children and fathers which occur in daily life of
families. Research questions related to this purpose of the study are as

follows:

First, what are fathers’ difficulties in the interactive process with
infants?
Second, what are fathers’ efforts for smooth interactions with the

infants?



The present study is characteristic of an ethnographic investigation
and study participants are two infants and their fathers. In order to
collect data, participant observation was conducted 273 times a week
respectively from October 2010 to August 2011 and in-depth interviews
with the participants of the study were conducted frequently as an
informal form. For an analysis of the data, collected data(participatory
observation records, every copy of interviews with the fathers, videos
and photos, and journals) were classified, organized and -categorized
repeatedly and based on it, research questions were created and

analyzed.

Main findings of this study are as follows:

First, it indicates that the first difficulty the fathers experience in their
interactions with the infants is that they don’t identify what the infants
want and what they are talking about. Namely, the fathers interpret and
respond to the infants’ behaviors regardless of their intentions or
sometimes, they felt difficult due to a failure of coping with the infants’
feelings as well as remaining reactionless to their signals. In addition,
the fathers felt difficult in using proper words with the infants. Namely,
they had communication problems by repeating the same sentences and
words regardless of the infants’ intentions, or by using wrong sentences,
which worked as a reason to make communication with the infants
difficult.

The study found the infants’ fathers lacked in their ability to cope
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with dangerous or new situations or they coped with them slowly, which
result in their experiencing difficulties in their interactions. In addition,
the fathers were too focused on only one thing that they could not do
many acts at once and their interactions with the infants were not done
smoothly due to father-dominated and one-way behaviors rather than
changing their acts seeing the infants reactions. As the fathers did not
have enough time to be with the infants, they did not understand the
infants’ behavior patterns and felt difficulties in their interactions as the

infants wanted and followed their mothers more.

Second, it found that the infants’ fathers make lots of efforts for
smooth interactions solving difficulties they experience with the
interactions with the infants. Namely, they observed how their wives
interacted with the infants and imitated them and made efforts including
repeating asking again or saying in other words in order to find out
reasons depending on various situations and to understand what the
infants intended. Besides, in order to understand the infants’ intentions
or behaviors, they not only experienced their life pattern and learned
common sense of parenting employing a variety media but also tried to
find out wvarious solutions including accepting advice through dialogues

with their wives.
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