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ABSTRACT

Effects of Discussion Using Creative Drama

Techniques on Infants’ Pro—-Social Behaviors

Jeong, Hyo-Jin
Department of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School

Sungshin Women’'s University

This study is aimed at observing and analyzing patterns of infants’
pro-social behaviors shown at discussions using creative drama techniques,
and knowing if there are differences in development of pro—social behaviors
according to experiences of activities.

Following problems have been designated for such a purpose of the

study.

First, what are the patterns of pro-social behavioral changes appearing in

the process of discussions using creative drama techniques?

Second, what are the effects of discussions using creative drama

techniques on infants’ pro-social behaviors?

Subjects of study are 58 infants aged five, an experimental group of 28
from S kindergarten and a control group of 38 from A Kkindergarten. The

test was conducted 16 times, two a week from April 15 to July 12 in 2008.



During the period, the experimental group took part in discussions using
creative drama techniques organized to promote pro-social behaviors, while
the control group led a normal kindergarten life without participating in

separate activities.

To execute an in-depth analysis of changes in infants’ pro-social
behaviors, video data, notes and photos were collected. In addition, Positive
Behavior Support for Young Children (PBSYC) for teachers developed by
Kim Yong-ok in 2003 was used as a study tool to measure pro-social
behaviors. A pretest of infants of the experimental and control groups
resulted in no significant differences, so the two groups are considered to

be of the same quality.

As activities went on, collected data were classified, organized and
categorized into the earlier stage and later stage to find out any changes
in pro-social behaviors of infants of the experimental group. Besides, the
collected data were verified using the SPSS 12.0 program to know the
effects of discussions wusing creative drama techniques on infants’

pro-social behaviors.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows.

First, infants showed changes in their pro-social behaviors while taking
part in discussions using creative drama techniques. In the earlier stage,
they showed many self-centered behaviors and attitudes but in the process
of repeating activities, they started to respect and share views of other

infants and to voluntarily commit helpful pro-social behaviors. These



behaviors included reminding their roles, leading other children to
participate, encouraging, speaking for others, being loyal, suggesting
creative methods and appeasing others.

Second, the experimental group which took part in discussions using
creative drama techniques recorded higher grades in their pro—social
behaviors than the control group. This means that discussions using
creative drama techniques are effective for promoting infants’ pro—social

behaviors.

As a result, discussions using creative drama techniques are proper and
meaningful teaching and learning methods to promote young children’s
pro-social behaviors, which indicates that it is worthwhile to make use of

them in educating infants.
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