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ABSTRACT

Children's Social Competence and Peer Interactions

with Participation in Role Play

Kwon, Ju—hee
Dept. of Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to examine the effect of children's
participation in role play on social competence and peer interactions, and
to understand multi—faceted aspects of children's social competence and
peer interactions in role play. In order to achieve these goals, the study
investigated children's social competence and peer interactions during

"free play". The following questions were proposed for this study:

1. Is any significant differences in social competence according to the

degree of children's participation in role play?

2. Is any significant differences in peer interactions according to the

degree of children's participation in role play?



3. What are the aspects of children's social competence and peer

interactions in role play?

The subjects of this study consisted of 60 children aged four to five
from a private kindergarten located in Seoul. 30 children exhibited a high
degree of participation in role play (higher 30% in group), the other 30 a
low degree of participation in role play (lower 30% in group). In order to
collect data with regard to children's participating rate of frequency in
role play, the researcher adapted observation checklists developed by
Shin—young Kim (2004) for this study. Additionally, to measure
children's social competence, the Social Competence of Young Children
developed by Hyun—sim Doh (1994) was utilized. Finally, the observation
criteria of Hye—yeong Choi (2004) was employed to observe the
children's peer interactions. The children's peer interactions were
observed total 80 times using "Time Sampling Technique" of 10 second
observation and 5 second recording per one child during free play
situation.

The collected data, then, were analyzed by t—test to figure out the
difference in social competence and peer interactions according to the
degree of children's participation in role play. To analyze in—depth the
aspects of children's social competence and peer interactions observed in

role play, the case study was conducted.

In sum, the major findings of the study were as follows :

1. Significant statistical difference was found in social competence



according to the degree of participation in children's role play. Children
with a higher degree of participation scored higher than those with a
lower degree of participation in all subordinate factors of social
competence, such as interpersonal adjustment, social participation,
popularity and leadership.

2. Significant statistical difference was found in both negative verbal
behaviors and negative nonverbal behaviors, which are subordinate areas
of peer interactions according to the degree of participation in children's
role play. Children with a higher degree of participation exhibited scored
lower than those with a lower degree of participation. However,
significant difference was not found in other subordinate areas of peer
interactions, such as positive verbal behaviors and positive nonverbal
behaviors. In case of non—peer interactions, such as children's actions
with purpose and without purpose, and children's interactions with
teachers, the results were not statistically significant.

3. The case study revealed that children's participation in role play
has great potentials for promoting various social capabilities, such as
showing satisfactory storytelling skills, suggesting creative ideas, and

encouraging other participants to make a role play successful.
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