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Abstract

A Study on the Narration of the North Korea History
in History Textbook

Yoon Soon, Lee
Major in History Education

The Graduate School of Education at Sungshin Women’s University

This paper examined junior—high and high school history textbooks
from the first till seventh curriculums as well as the narration of the
North Korean history in the modern Korean history textbooks in the
seventh curriculum. The contents of the narration have changed very
slowly from the first curriculum throughout the seventh curriculum.
The anti-Japanese struggle of the North Korean leadership was often
left out. In addition, the process of the North Korean regime
establishment was described very briefly, saying it was led by the
Soviet Union. Even, as for the Korean War, there are little explanation
for the causes and impacts of the War, without giving peace education
from a comprehensive viewpoint. The narration 1s wunilateral, just
focused on "the aggression by North Korea.” The divisions of the
Korean peninsula, the war, and the confrontation between the South
and the North have been a usual background of the negative narration
of the North Korean history. Throughout such process, history

education served as a tool for rationalizing the state ideology by



monopolizing contents and processes.

From the first throughout fourth curriculums, the North Korean
history was accounted as partof the Korean War history, describing
North Korea not only as the culprit of division, disruption, and social
disorders but also a puppet state and a war criminal who caused a
tragic war. In the fifth, sixth, and seventh curriculums, the national
history textbooks started to deal with the North Korean history in the
post-Korea War period. The account got to take on more academic and
objective. It seems that the contents of history textbooks have
gradually changed according to the development of the Post-Cold War
era and democratization in South Korea, changes in the inter—Korean
relations and the accumulation of researches on the North-South
relations.

The authorized high-school textbooks in the seventh curriculum
accelerated such a change in the narration of North Korean history in
history textbooks. Those history textbooks reflected the anti—Japanese
struggle of the North Korean leader, Kim, Il-sung and the leadership
as part of national resistance in the Japanese colonization. In addition,
the land reform executed during the establishment process of the North
Korean regime was described and evaluated from a historical
viewpoint. The Post-War history of North Korea was reinforced. All of
six authorized textbooks spared decent space for the narration of the
reunification policy and the inter-Korean relations. Such authorized
textbooksopened the door to multiple interpretations of the modern

Korean history. What's more, it is expected that history education will



further develop with ample education materials and revised narrations.

Yet, the regulations of textbook authorization stress the importance
of the exclusive legitimacy of the South Korean government. Thus, the
regulations on both North Korea which is part of our national history
and a partner of reunification and the legitimacy of the South Korean
government are contradicting each other. As was in the history
textbooks, the modern Korean history textbooks are also faced with
the problem of dealing with Cold Ward and anti-Communism ideologies
as well as pursuing the academic achievement and post—-Cold War,
which 1is attributed to the slow pace in the changes of history
textbooks.

It 1s expected that we can mature out attitude to confront our
history frankly as democratization further progresses in our society and
the post-Cold War viewpoint expands. The consequences will be
reflected on the next-generation history textbooks, contributing to

nurturing balanced and open insights of students.
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