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Abstract

1960s and 1970s of South Korea was the period not only of rapid
economy development but also of the dictatorship of President Park
Jung—hee and his administration. In those period, the Park
administration projected industry development and economy progress
through prompt industrialization and improvement of economy. Such
rapid industrialization caused the increase of industry laborers'
population, especially women laborers' population. Although their
working hours were exceedingly long and their wage was much
lower than that of men's, they served greatly for the development of
South Korea's industry.

In 1960s, consciousness of women laborers' began to arise by the
influence of some progressive church movements and/or educations
from the night classes. And many women laborers started to
organize labor movement at that time. This labor movement was
focused on the struggle to gain the right to live. In 1970s, women
laborers even led the stream of labor movement. But at present,
their roles and their experiences are not validly evaluated. Their
stories have been fully distorted and concealed, continuously.

The struggle of the 'Dong-il textile manufacturing Labor Union' has
been quite well-known to the public for many reasons: the first
woman president of the Union's branch, autonomous establishment of
Labor Union by the women laborers themselves, company's cruel

maneuver to breakdown Labor Union, the struggle against the
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company to defend the Union, etc. In spite of the particular political,
social limits which made women laborers' situation bad, the
movement of the women laborers' was autonomous and active.
Women laborers struggled against the gonermental power, companies,
social discrimination that suppressed their labor movement. The
meaning of their movement might be turned out to be very
significant when we revaluate their activities.

Presently used history textbooks of Korea's modern/contemporary
history deals with the economy development of the President Park
administration in detail despite of the different point of each
historical view. But there are not any part which explains the women
laborers' movement of 1970s thoroughly. If history textbooks have
very important role that is to provide some useful contents to help
to build the upright historical view of the students, present history
textbooks should be revised with more historical materials that can
show possibilities of new interpretation. History that is mainly
focused on the political economy could easily remove the minorities'
experiences in the history. But we have to see the stories beside
the mainstream and revaluate the underestimated experiences.
Women's labor movement in 1960s and 1970s should also be
revaluated in this kind of attitude. We will be able to understand the
labor movement history of South Korea fully only after this

revaluation.
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