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ABSTRACT

Educational Plans of Biographical Literature

by Using Townsmen's Biographies

Bo Ra, Kim
Dept. of Korea Language Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

social features and hu
days and use them to
literature.

As 1s generally known, varioU "Ind economic changes
collapsed the social status system in the late Chosun Dynasty,
and accordingly the flourishing activities by official clerks and
the class of Chungin(*f' A:common people) promoted the

expansion of classes which were in charge of literature. The

class of Sadaebu(+:kJ:: high officials), which was the existing
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class in charge of literature, became interested in townsmen's
lives. Townsmen themselves also started reflecting a variety of
characters in literature by showing surrounding people. Thus,
characters such as painters, singers, court musicians,
translators, chivalrous persons, medical officers, even beggars,
a charcoal dealer's wife and swindlers, who showed new
values all alike, were shown as materials of literature. This
study called the biographies of them "townsmen's biographies."

In this study, the subtypes of townsmen's biographies were
divided into four in total and educational senses of issues were

drawn from each type.

First, from the character
wits, the issue of how to induced.
For the moderns who y changing day
by day to be able to ov ritical moments
wisely, it 1S necessary ab® e ability to cope
with reality actively. Therefore; vate the ability to cope
with reality, this study presented <Pohocheojeon> and
<Gakjeosonyeonjeon> as educational materials. These two
works are distinctive in their subjects' wisdom and courage in
critical situations. Through learning activities of these works,

students were encouraged to search for many ways to deal
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with crises.

Second, from the character group that displayed their
professional abilities, the issues of self-realization and
professionalism were drawn.

In this regard, presented as educational materials were
<Yianminjeon> and <Chimeunjosaengkwangiljeon> among
townsmen's biographies, both of which not only specifically
included the features of self-realization through jobs, but also
firmly revealed professionalism of the shown subjects. These
two works all showed such characters who carry out their job

as hard as possible and try to use up their best gifts for

others and the nation rather
Third, from the charac
on soclety, the issue of ¢ [ cted.
Townsmen's biographie ble episodes of
those who gave their f{a Such townsmen's
biographies not only lead o are influenced by
egoism and individualism to the direction of desirable lives, but
also help them realize ways of living as a community member.
Thus, in this study, it was argued to use <Mandeokjeon>,
<Jangbokseonjeon>, in which characters who distinctively

bestowed their favors on society were shown, as educational
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materials.

Finally, from the character group that went through
frustration in their social positions, the issues on the
contradiction of the social system and reforms of reality were
drawn.

To be aware of the contradiction of the social system and
have the will to reform reality to overcome it, schools should
present educational materials through which these issues can
be deeply considered. <Woosangjeon> and <Choibukjeon> were
the works that showed the characters who were ill-fated

throughout their lives due to the social atmosphere that did not

recognize their gifts. There educational plans

of these works, what prg on of the social
system has and what brcome it were
investigated.
The educational plans of % biographies as presented
above were composed to e ultimate goal of
biographical literature, "to help students have interest and
lessons through the works, and moreover, be able to choose
the direction of desirable lives." If these plans are used for
school education, the educational frame of the current

biographical literature can be more extended.
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