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H=z# 1,156 48,172 2,720,437 22,768 4,320
M2 1,027 62,249 18,810,215 21,904 6,130
= 138 7,102 319,375 3,862 593
=t 134 7,642 1,254,707 2,889 658
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Abstract

Study on How to Improve the Art Eduction Programs at
Women’s Continuing Education Institutes

- For Women in their 20's and 30's -

Kim, So-young
Major in Art Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

Human effort to adjust to rapid changes on the advent of a
knowledge-based information world manifests in many fields of
society. Each field of present society needs the ability to fulfill its
various tasks based on professional knowledge. This ability to deal
with these changes has become a topic of conversation. Individual
knowledge tends to be of a better quality today and more specific.
In the past, it was not difficult to maintain a job in industrial
society with individually given tasks and limited learning
components but in modern society where today’s knowledge is
different from yesterday’s knowledge, an effort to accept or reject a
variety of knowledge with a more critical eye 1is required. In
addition, the advancements of science and medicine have prolonged

human life. As the desire to enrich our prolonged lives and live in



a comfortable environment increases, the effort to improve quality
of life 1s also iIncreasing. In these situations and under these
conditions, continuing education has appeared and its importance is
gradually increasing.

Currently Korean adult females often can’'t hold their jobs due to
marriage and childcare responsibilities. Even when they try to
re—enter the job market after their children are older, it's not easy
for them to restart their economic activity because they often
want to return to work at the same, or an even higher level as
their old job. The cutting-off of women's careers does not only
cause individual financial loss, but also impacts society’s economic
loss by not utilizing all the highly educated human resources
available. This social phenomena and women’s desire for their
self-fulfillment helped to vitalize continuing education institutions.
In order to respond to these demands according to a variety of
individual situations coupled with increased women’s individual
needs and awareness, many continuing educational institutions
have been founded and managed throughout the whole of society.
The significance of women’s continuing education depends on
improving their quality of life by developing their abilities and
fulfilling their whole selves, and on expanding their participation in
society by developing these abilities. To live in the present when
one’s knowledge is fixed in the past is limiting. This is because the
degree of achieved information based on knowledge decides the

quality of life. The flexible and creative point of view of people in



order to actively handle this change made them come to recognize
the importance of art and culture.

Art, the subject that helps people’s individual potential ability
manifest itself and enrich their lives, that helps them to be reborn
as creative human beings by developing their artistic disposition,
has changed along with the times. Art helps nurture the aesthetic
sensitivity of people with its innate values and extend creativity.
Even before the concept of continuing education was formed, art
has offered a variety of educational experiences for children and
adults. The significance of this study lies in finding a way to
develop career experiences to find employment for women whose
careers prematurely ended and for women with a higher education
level than their jobs demand through the positive functions of art.
It 1s to find an artistic experience and effective way that art
subjects can offer in an aspect of continuing education by applying
an excellent art education method with good quality to enrich
women’s lives.

This study looks at art as an educational tool that enriches
women's lives and as a curriculum subject that contributes to
helping women’'s employment through self-development through
continuing education. And through case studies it tries to present
the problems of art education programs offered by current
continuing educational institutions and suggests ways to Improve

them.
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