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ABBSTRACT

The correlation Marriage and assistance

in Female Hero Novels

park eun-mi
Dept, of Korea Language and Literature

Graduate School of Sungshin Universtiy

This study noted that marriage is a basic and fundamental narrative that
defines the nature of female hero novels. Unlike male hero novels, female
hero novels have a different narrative structure from male hero novels as
not only military stories but also marriage stories have emerged as major
narratives. At this time, the narrative appeared as which i1s divided into
narratives in which the marriage comes—first and the narrative in which
the marriage-comes-later according to the sequential structure of the
marriage. In the marriage-comes—first structure, marriage precedes and
underlies all military stories and all narratives appear in connection with
marriage. In the marriage comes—first narrative, which accounts for the
majority of female hero novels, marriage acts as a fundamental narrative
as the narrative proceeds in the order of "marriage — military narrative

— marriage — military narrative” but the proportion of marriage narrative



1s not small compared to military narrative. In particular, through the
expanded narrative, conflicts related to marriage were described for a long
time, and were treated more heavily than military narrative. Therefore,
women's hero novels secured a narrative structure that was clearly
distinguished from male hero novels while using marriage as a
fundamental narrative.

Meanwhile, in female hero novels, as spatial backgrounds change, so
does the heroine status. In the marriage-comes—first structure, narrative
depicts the process of women growing into heroes by showing the process
of changing their status to heroes and becoming female heroes again as
they move from parent space to hero space and back to couple space.

On the other hand, in which the marriage comes later, narrative depicts
the process of destroying women'’s subjectivity, unlike in the
marriage-comes—first narrative, by moving from the parent’s space to the
hero’s space and back to the couple’s space. This reveals the contradiction
of the social system that suppresses women.

As such, even if In the marriage-comes—first structure narrative andin
which the marriage comes later narrative are the same space, women's
status 1s shaped differently depending to the order of the marriage.,, and
the theme consciousness of the female hero novel has a different direction.

On the other hand, another -characteristic of female hero novels,
Supporting roles, into trandscendental roles and real world roles.
Transcendental roles can be further categorized into a transcendence type
that implies potentiality and spouse, a dragon Kking type and an elderly

type that provide opportunities for women to demonstrate their abilities, a



ahwaong and yeoyeong type that forms women’s mental stability, and a
dosa type that develops and supports women'’s abilities. The real world
roles can be categorized into a blood relationship type that detects and
notifies women's crisis, an acquaintance type that supports protection and
parenting, a nanny type that forms an emotional solidarity, and a maid
type that forms a fellowship.

This supporing relationship forms a network for different purposes
depending on the type of narrative. In the marriage-comes-first structure
forms a network of assistants to help women grow, forming a social
common network to unite and communicate with women and grow women
into heroes. Female hero novels can wusually be separated into hero
narratives and marriage narratives, and In the marriage-comes—first
structure narratives, the two narratives are not carried out separately, but
at the same time. At this time, in the hero narrative,with the help of the
heavenly world appears as the main help to grow a woman who is subject
to gender restrictions into a hero, and in the marriage narrative, the real
world appears as the main help to protect women from all risks arising
from entering society.

On the other hand, in which the marriage comes later comes later
narrative, the hero narrative and the marriage narrative are separated and
progressed at a time difference, and in the hero narrative, the heavenly
world appears as the main assistant, but the assistant is weakened. In the
marriage narrative that occurs afterwards, the real world mainly appears
as the main assistant, but the reversal of the assistant target occurs. In

other words, in the hero narrative, as soon as people around them, such as



their fathers, nannies, and Emperor, who were in solidarity with women,
enter the marriage narrative, it turns into anti-help for women. At this
time, those around them who form an anti-help relationship with women
switch to a way of assisting their spouse men, and the target of
assistance is reversed. As a result, in which the marriage comes later
narrative shows the characteristics of the hero narrative being converted
into a female suppression narrative as an anti—help network is formed for
women. In particular, the method of returning as a woman through
marriage immediately after bringing women’s the ability of a hero to the
highest level through military story has the effect of dramatically revealing
society’s oppression of women.

The narrative of the marriage-comes-later story depicts unfair marriage
forced to women and the reality of regarding women as discriminatory
objects regardless of women’s ability and forcing women to obey men's
patriarchal authority by proving it, it reveals the reality faced by women
of the time.

As such, in female hero novels, marriage and supporting roles it forms a
network of relationships and leads the direction of the entire narrative.
Noting this point, This study attempted to reveal that female hero novels
form a close network of supporter narratives and marriage narratives as
well as hero narratives. In addition, in this process, proving that the theme
consciousness of women's hero novels is also progressing in two directions
it was studied with the purpose of highlighting the value of women’s hero

novels.



Key word : Female hero, hero novel, female hero novel, female narrative,
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