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ABSTRACT

A Study on the TDeep Rivery of Endo Shusaku

Yang, Jeong Hee

Dept. of Japanese Language & Literature
Graduated School of

Sungshin Women's University

Although a novel is said to be the product of fiction, it
certainly contains a writer’s actual experience or thought. Endo
Shusaku would also have influences of his actual experience
reflected in his works.

With focus on the fact that he began to approach a religion
due to the sense of heterogeneity in childhood and accepted it
in the changed form of a medium of literature through life,
this study aims at investigating effects of environment and
thought as his experience.

Considering that Endo created his literary works as a
Japanese literary man believing in Catholicism, this study
intends to analyze his internal awareness (effects of
experience) reflected in his novel Deep River among his many
works in connection with the literary theme.

In Deep River, Endo pursues God who embraces human life,

ugliness, sorrow, and all the other things mixed with good and
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evil beyond denomination. For a typical example, he presents
the Ganges River as a symbol of "a deep river for all the
people.” This holy river of salvation is symbolic of love as a
river of unchangeable human salvation.

In this work, Endo begins with considering differences
between the East and the West in the ideas of belief in search
of God who is close to human beings and overflowing with
love rather than the target for reverence.

In conclusion, Endo expresses his view of artists and
religions in pursuit of Western God as a Japanese in Deep
River through a medium of literature in the climate of Japan

never believing in the one and only God.
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