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ABSTRACT

Outlook on Christ of Shusaku Endo

"tinnmoku" Mainly on "iesunosyougai"

sung hee - Lee

Department of Japanese
Language and Literature
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This thesis hopes to compare and find similarities between
the characters in Shusaku Endo's "Silence"(Rodrigo) and "the
life of the Jesus"(Jesus) and discover Endo's view on
Christianity.

Endo is the representative Japanese author of Catholicism and
he devoted his life to the catholic culture and development.
"Silence" is a novel published in 1966, and is recognized all
over the world.

His works, after "Silence" include "A silhouette"(1968) about
a mother and Herutyoku priest, "A mother thing"(1969) also
about a mother, and "The bank of Dead Sea"(1973), a series
about the followers of Jesus.

However these works were difficult to understand by readers,



and the author focused on biographical Literature, and after
years of research on Jesus, the masterpiece "the life of the
Jesus" was born and it became a method for many Japanese
people to understand Christianity.

After the publishing of "Silence", the author focused on the
mother figure and Jesus for seven years, and the combined
research and collaboration gave birth to "the life of the Jesus".
It became recognized, not of the greatest works in Japanese
religious works of art.

In "Silence", the missionary Rodrigo is receives help from a
Japanese guide Kichijiro and succeeds in going into Japan but
is later faced with trouble due to Kishijiro's betrayal. The
missionary wants to become a martyr because of his religious
creed, but 1s forced to become an apostate to save a Japanese
believer. While the character faces his greatest challenges
that test his faith, "God" remains silent throughout the novel.
In "the life of the Jesus", the author paints Jesus as a
helpless and incompetent God figure unlike the public and
disciples expected. Not only does it not show him as an all
mighty figure but it questions the silent and helpless god when
faced by humans in despair.

What is the Jesus figure that Endo hopes to show in these
two works? This thesis hopes to show the connection between
the two as the similarities are numerous than any other pieces
of work.

The research was conducted, first by recognizing the

background of Japanese Christianity and its Christian culture



as well as Endo's religious beliefs. An analysis on the
background and reasons why Christianity was difficult to settle
in Japan was also conducted.

Second, by observing the three main characters in "Silence" ,
noted Endo's image of the Jesus figure and analyzed the
cultural reasons why Christianity had a difficult time settling in
Japan as well as noting that the author himself is being
reflected in the character Judas who betrayed Jesus.

In "the life of the Jesus", the usage and meaning of the
words helplessness and incompetence, reality and truth was
analyzed, and by comparing the characters of the disciple
Joseph and Jesus, observed Endo's image of the Jesus figure.
Finally, a comparative look at the troubles and woes of the
characters Rodrigo from "Silence", and Jesus from "the life of
the Jesus" was taken and analyzed the riddle shown in "the
life of the Jeses".

In a nation with deep rooted traditions and history,
Christianity had a difficult time settling in Japan, and as Endo
was somewhat forced by his mother to take up the religion, it
felt awkward and uncomfortable for him. As the grew older,
he changed his perspective and began to change the way he
looked at Christianity to suit the Japanese way of life.

The image of a powerful and strong fatherly figure of Jesus
that is prominent in Western cultures, changed to a softer,
weaker and more considerate figure like an all forgiving
mother. The fact that Jesus is forgiving towards Judas who

passed him over for 30 silver coins, shows the changing,



forgiving characteristic of Jesus.

Jesus does not perform miracles, but shows helplessness as
he is led to the cross but at the same time, forgives the
disciple that betrayed him and those who are in the crowds.
Although performing a miracle may satisfy those and receive
a momentary happiness, Endo's figure of Jesus becomes a
comforting, and eternal companion for those around him.

The stories of Jesus' miracles are considered, not as fact but
truth, and the stories of his forgiveness are considered as fact
instead. Through recognizing both the truth and facts, the
depth of religious belief 1s considered with more importance.
Also, through Endo's representation of the disciple Joseph as
the strong fatherly god figure, and Jesus' representation as the
motherly figure, it shows exactly what image Jesus has and
Endo himself believes.

Through the struggles of Rodrigo and Jesus, it emphasizes
the love of Jesus and helps readers find out that real salvation
behind the process of despair lies, not in the disappointment
of individuals but in the perseverance and hopes that one day
they will receive salvation.

After Jesus' resurrection, the disciples who betrayed Jesus
spread out across the world to pass on the message taught by
Jesus, but the reason why they did so, still remains a
mystery. This mystery given by Endo also appears in the
follow up book to "the life of the Jesus", "Birth of Christ".

To solve this mystery, a comparative analysis between the

holy Trinity and Endo's pieces of works were conducted.



In the two books mentioned above, the Father, and the Son
were mentioned but the Holy Spirit was not.

However, as the two books are based heavily on the bible,
the author allows Japanese readers, not to be influenced solely
by the text, but have them to find an interest in finding more
about the Holy Spirit.

Endo's Christ figure is repeated and emphasized throughout
the two novels and represents the love of God as a loving
motherly figure that readers can easily understand.

This means that God is not represented as someone that
people look up to admire at a distance, but a person who is
forgiving to those who betrayed him and even by death on the
cross, he constantly gives love to all those around him.

And although he may seem silent, he suffers the same pain
as those around him and 1s eternally together with all his
subjects through his love.

In conclusion, Although Endo's Christ figure is not literally

written in his books, it reflects the bible in its detail.
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