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ABSTRACT

Miyazaki Hayao's Works from Eco-feminist
Point of View
— Focusing on Nausicad of the Valley of the Wind

and Mononoke Hime -

Byun, Youngbaik
Department of Women Studies
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This study aims to analyze Miyazaki Hayao's works from
eco—feminist point of view. Most of Miyazaki Hayao's works have
female protagonists, especially girl protagonists, and have clear
messages on the co—existence of nature and human beings. Noting
on this aspect, this study examines the connection between his
works and eco—feminism.

Both Nausicai of the Valley of the Wind and Mononoke
Hime are about the relationship between nature and human beings,
and have women as protagonists and antagonists. These

characteristics triggered this study to analyze the two works from



the point of view of eco-feminism and examine how the works
portray women-nature connections and co-existence of nature and
human beings.

Eco-feminism asserts that patriarchy has oppressed and
exploited nature and women and that nature and women are
connected as the objects of oppression. It also criticizes that
patriarchy has conceptualized men and women based on hierarchical
and dualistic thoughts and that it dictates nature and women as
inferior beings to men. Further, it stresses the roles of
women-centered small communities which oppose oppressive and
exploitative  capitalist—patriarchy. The ways of living in
capitalist—patriarchal systems around the world have exploited and
destroyed nature while those in small local communities accept and
understands nature as their bases for living. Likewise, the
consciousness of community that constitutes space affects the
formation of space, and the changes in space affects life in
communities in return. The ultimate goal of eco—feminism is to
liberate nature and women from the oppression of
capitalist—patriarchal systems around the world and to enable nature
and women to escape from the relationship of oppression and
exploitation and co-exist.

In Nausicaid of the Valley of the Wind and Mononoke Hime,
Miyazaki Hayao shows how logics of domination of patriarchy and
human-centered thinking have destroyed nature and threatened
human life. He criticizes patriarchy and instrumental reason and

stresses the importance of attitude that embraces, understands and



communicates with nature as it is, not making it ‘the other.” He
shows the scenes in which nature and human beings realize
subject-subject reciprocity through his protagonists, and tries to
talk about the possibilities and importance of human-nature
co—existence. He also presents the idea of communities which he
thinks to be ideal and emphasizes the roles of communities,
showing the effects of community consciousness has on the
formation of space and their reciprocal connections.

This study analyzed Miyazaki Hayao's works from
eco-feminist point of view and confirmed that eco-feminist pursuits
are ideally presented in Miyazaki Hayao's works. The researcher
was able to draw a conclusion that Miyazaki Hayao promotes a
turn in ways of thinking through the genre of animation films
while examining Miyvazaki Hayao's works from eco-feminist
perspectives, not from the traditional patriarchal points of view

which are deeply rooted in society.
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