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ABSTRACT

A Qualitative Study on the Reading of Realistic
Picture Books between Mothers and Their

Two-Year-0ld Infants

Jeon, Kyung-ae
Major in Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purposes of this study were to investigate interactions between
mothers and their infants in the reading of realistic picture books and examine
infants' reactions while reading realistic picture books. For those purposes,

the study set the following research questions:

First, what are the interactions of mothers in the reading of realistic picture
books?
Second, what are the reactions of infants while reading realistic picture

books?

The subjects include four infants and their mothers in Seoul. The research



period lasted from May 9 to August 11, 2013, during which the investigator
visited each of those families 12 times and made participant observation of
the reading process of realistic picture books between mothers and their
infants in 12 sessions over 14 weeks. Data were collected through participant

observation, in—depth interview, and mother's journal.

The study examined interactions between mothers and their two-year—old
infants in the reading of realistic picture books through participant
observation, during which the reading process of life fairy tales between
mothers and their infants was videotaped and later transcribed. Data on the
reactions of infants were gathered through mothers' journals and interviews
with the investigator since mothers were in the position of observing the daily
lives of infants at the closest distance and figuring out their acts and attitudes
carefully. Collected data were analyzed by repeated reading and were coded

into meaningful categories.

The research findings were as follows:

First, the study examined mothers' interactions in the reading of realistic
picture books and found that they encouraged desirable basic life habits for
infants by sharing basic life habits—based stories, made promises for improved
life habits by helping them acquire the concrete methods of basic life habits,
and interacted with their infants by making use of realistic picture books as a
means of teaching basic life habits in daily life. In addition, they had mutual
responses, communication and consensus with their infant children through
open conversations to share their experiences with them after reading
realistic picture books and underwent interactions to help their infants feel the

joy of reading through the experience of reading together.



Secondly, infants found happiness through identification and showed interest
in reading while reading realistic picture books. After reading realistic picture
books, they practiced the basic life habits in daily life, mimicked the
characters of books, and re-represented the situations of stories through play,

forming a habit and attitude of reading.

Based on those findings, the study reached the following conclusions:

First, mothers and infants benefit from realistic picture books when teaching
and forming the basic life habits, respectively, which means that realistic
picture books should reflect the life experiences of infants and contain
content that is loyal to the educational objectives according to topics and
goals.

Secondly, infants need books appropriate for their developmental level and
interest to have happy reading experiences, for which mothers should
understand their developmental level and concern and interest in books and
select picture books of proper topics and content accordingly.

Finally, it is desirable that mothers and their infant children read picture
books while interacting with each other instead of infants reading them by
themselves. Such reading experiences should naturally become a part of daily

life so that they can help infants with forming a reading habit and attitude.
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