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This study aimed to get the in—depth understanding on the experience
of infants and preschoolers in children’s library by specific examination
on such experience. To this end, the following questions were

established.

First, what Kkinds of experience do infants have in a children’s
library?
Second, what kinds of experience do preschoolers have in a children’s

library?

For understanding actual experience of infants and preschoolers in a
children’s library, the ethnographic research was conducted by directly
attending in and observing the research site, Pureun Library, from Dec.

16, 2009 to Aug. 31, 2010 in Seoul. The infants, preschoolers and their



accompanying family members visiting Pureun Library as well as 2
children’s librarians and 8 program volunteers were observed. In the
children’s library, the infants, preschoolers and their accompanying family
members were monitored. The program in a storytelling room was also
monitored. For more in-depth understanding, accompanying parents,
children’s librarians and program volunteers were interviewed. In
accordance with the results from classification, organization and
categorization of data collected by monitoring(including monitoring log,
interview record and various kinds of relevant documents), it was found
that infants and preschoolers led their own experience in a library by
appropriate approaches to their own development characteristics.

The followings are the result of this study.

First, the infants visiting Pureun Library explored new space in the
library, were interested in peers whom they didn't see before and
experienced the close interaction with those who read books to them.
Furthermore, they communicated with books by the proper approaches
depending on their own development characteristics and directly and
indirectly experienced a variety of public rules in the library.

The infants initiatively and progressively explored the space, facilities
and books using their physical senses and such exploration was linked
to the interest on strange peers. The infants started to explore desks,
bookshelves and notices on the wall in the infant’s section and expanded
their exploration to wider space including children’s section and lobby.
Furthermore, they expressed their interest on the strange peers and

acted to draw attention from those strange peers. The approaches of



infants to explore a space and express their interest on other peers
varied by the ages of infants.

The infants had physical contacts delivering diverse kinds of affections
in the arms of those who read books(parents) while reading books in
infant’s section. In addition, they experienced the close interaction and
strengthened attachment through the process sharing thoughts and
experience with books as media. Furthermore, they understood the
meaning of the contents of books by exploring and communicating with
the books through the approaches suitable for their ages.

The infants experienced a variety of public rules including shelving a
book after reading, imitating browsing in a computer desk, participating
in the process to select and borrow books, making no noise and no
running as using a children’s library. In particular, the infants had a lot
of difficulty in adapting themselves to such rules including making no

noise or no running inside.

Second, the preschoolers visiting Pureun Library experienced various
kinds of reading approaches and selecting and meditating to select books
by actively participating in selecting the books in a children’s library.
Moreover, the preschoolers had their own time without parents including
selecting and reading books alone. Those independent activities were
repeated in turn along with the experience with parents. The
preschoolers experienced the community spirit by having fun with
strange peers and listening to stories from a teacher, the volunteer for
the library programs.

The preschoolers experienced how to compromise and make decision for



selecting the books by actively participating in the process to select
books which they would read. There were various approaches for
selecting books including searching and selecting books with parents,
brothers and sisters or peers and independently selecting books by
parents and preschoolers. The intervention of parents was significant in
the process to select books and such intervention made parents
interested in the picture books.

The preschoolers experienced reading in various approaches including
reading books alone and with others. For reading with others, the
interaction varied by the person who read books together. Furthermore,
the preschoolers expanded their knowledge and information on the fields
which they were interested in by getting access to qualitatively and
quantitatively abundant books in a library and became interested in the
letters while reading books.

The preschoolers shared experience with parents including selecting and
reading books with parents or had independent time without parents
including searching or reading books. Such activities were voluntarily
processed in the emotional bond between a preschooler and parents. The
parents also made their kids have free time alone. However, a conflict
was also observed, which was caused by discord between a kid who
wanted to be with parents and the parents who wanted to let their kid
be alone.

The preschoolers shared the community spirit by participating in the
physical activities or games including listening to stories from a teacher
with strang e peers in the storytelling program in the library or singing

a song together.
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