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ABSTRACT

A Study of the Relationship between Parents’ Perceptions of

Gender Roles and Their Children’s Fixed Notions of Gender Roles

Lee, Hyo Young
Major in Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This is a study of differences between fathers' and mothers' perceptions of
their gender roles as they influence their young children. It examines the
relationship between the parents' perceptions of their gender roles and the
child's fixed notions about gender roles.

The following problems were set in order to achieve the goals of this
study.
1. Are there differences in the perceptions of gender roles between the
father and the mother?
2. Are there differences in the infant's fixed notions of gender roles
depending on the child's gender?
3. What is the relationship between the parents' perceptions of their gender
roles and the child's fixed notions of gender roles?
1) What is the relationship between the father's perceptions of his gender
role and the child's fixed notions of gender roles?
2) What is the relationship between the mother's perceptions of her gender
role and the child's fixed notions of gender roles?



The subjects of this study were 122 children aged 5 years attending four
different kindergartens in the city of Seoul and their 244 parents.

In order to discover the parents' perceptions of their gender roles, the
author used a reconfigured version of Gim Jeong-su's 1997 questionnaire,
and to discover the children's fixed notions of gender roles she employed U
Min—jeong's 1996 reconfigured version of Meyer's 1980 tools for
investigating fixed notions of gender roles.

The data acquired was processed using SAS 9.1, a computer program for
statistical analysis, and depending on the problem being treated, T
verification and the Pearson correlation were calculated.

The results of the study may be summarized as follows.

First, as regards the parents' perceptions of gender roles, it was found that
the fathers had more fixed notions of gender roles than the mothers. All of
the subordinate variables of gender—role perception were found to show
statistically significant differences.

Second, the children's fixed notions of gender roles showed statistically
significant differences depending on the gender of the child.

Third, it was found that there exists a static correlation between the
parents' perceptions of gender roles and the children's fixed notions of
gender roles. Analysis of the relationship between the subordinate variables
of the parents' perceptions of gender roles and the children's fixed notions
of gender roles revealed a statistically significant correlation between the
child's fixed notions of gender roles and the following subordinate variables
of the father's perceptions of gender roles: 'perception of the authority of
the paterfamilias,' 'perceptions of household duties and male—female
division of labor,' and 'perceptions of masculinity and femininity.' There was
also a statistically significant correlation between the child's fixed notions of
gender roles and the following subordinate variables of the mother's
perceptions of gender roles: 'perception of the authority of the paterfamilias’
and 'perceptions of household duties and male—female division of labor.’
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