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ABSTRACT

A Study on the modern genre's variation about Arang

Narrative

Lee, Soo Mi,

Dept of Korean Language and
Korean Literature,

Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University.

In this thesis, this researcher examined the modern transmission aspect
and meaning of "Arang Narrative’ which is handed down as modern novel
and movie rarely out of individual narratives and which arouses much
interest in modern time also.

As narrative is including experience, life form, and even feeling of our
rance from the viewpoint of feature of the genre, it is important genre of
Korean literature to have cultural meaning with literary meaning. So, it
becomes one method to understand our culture to examine the meaning of
narrative.

In this thesis, this researcher tries to understand our culture through
narrative by taking notice of the cultural symbolical nature of this
narrative. In addition, this researcher tries to clarify that narrative which

started from tradition literature is not old story to be handed down



simply in this study.

"Arang Narrative’ which 1s reconstituted in diverse genres from
individual story was manufactured modern novel and movie.

This researcher tried to reflect on the cultural and literary meaning of
"Arang Narrative’ through various transmission materials which doesn’t
borrow 'Arang Narrative’ but which is handling symbol system with
diverse story structures that narrative has.

This study is including 3 kinds of genres to be narrative, novel and
movie. Thus, this researcher examined study on ’'Arang Narrative’ which
i1s study subject, study on modern novel <Why 1is Arang>, and
movie<Arang>. In case of ’'Arang Narrative’, this researcher examined
literary life power and meaning that 'Arang Narrative’ has by grasping
the feature of character and narrative structure centering around existing
study result.

Modern novel<Why is Arang> is detective story written from modern
viewpoint by borrowing ’Arang Narrative’. However, it doesn’t make
"Arang Narrative’ of motive simply but it made diverse feature and
symbols of our classical literature into form as novel with 'Arang
Narrative’. This researcher tried to deduce the change aspect of 'Arang
Narrative’ by grasping narrative structure and character of <Why is
Arang> and relation with 'Arang Narrative'.

"Arang Narrative’ reconstituted from novel is another each piece that
author chose out of wvarious each piece of ’'Arang Narrative’ and

reconstituted, and author made efforts so as to fill up the gap of narrative.



In addition, author constituted the probability and fictitious nature that
novel may have more rationally by reconstituting and feeding diverse
characters with narrative structure. Above all, this novel sought modern
rationality that modern novel has. And, at the same time, efforts was
made, so as to show the form of classics by adding the premodern
viewpoint and fantasy nature of classics which is the original form of
story, through genre is different.

Movie <Arang> 1is horror movie manufactured by making 'Arang
Narrative’ of material. "Arang Narrative’ 1s ghost story that we
frequently say as representative ghost narrative. So, movie <Arang> was
manufactured as horror material, and it may be referred to as commercial
genre to aim at making popular show.

To see superficially, this movie makes consecutive murder incidents to
occur due to the unjust death of a woman of great subject. However, the
back of this movie is showing the symbol system and structure of 'Arang
Narrative’ effectively. So, this researcher tried to clarify how narrative
structure and character of movie <Arang> and the symbol system of
"Arang Narrative” reconstituted. Especially, movie 1is showing by
reconstituting 'Arang Narrative’ from female viewpoint. So, it can be
seen that it is taking notice of symbol than narrative itself.

Through the comparison for narrative, novel and movie to frequent
diverse genres like this, this researcher could grasp the position that
narrative may occupy 1n diverse genres. As 'Arang Narrative’ has

interesting story in itself, it has been transmitted as story up to modern



time, and various symbol and meaning to be able to be reconstituted
existed. So, it was manufactured as novel and movie.

Above all, it is deemed that it will be reborn with diverse genres in
the future also in that it 1s showing great frame, resentment and
heartburnings which are the representative culture and emotion of Koreans
clearly than any narrative. So, this researcher hopes that this study will
be cornerstone for understanding Arang narrative and the line of

connection of modern work that it was transmitted in the future also.
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