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Abstract

A Study on the Current Status and Satisfaction Level of Musical
Specialty Aptitude Voucher Program for Children

Cho, An Na
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

The purpose of this study is to assess the current status and
level of satisfaction for the voucher program currently used by the
low—income class with relatively less opportunities to enjoy
educations of musical instruments, and assess the contributing
factors to ultimately identify areas of improvements.

To this end, four district vouchers in Seoul that were operating
musical talents aptitude programs have been randomly selected,
and 193 students as well as 24 instructors were subjected for the
study to perform the survey through direct visits and postal mails.
The collected data was statistically processed for results analysis
and to identify improvement points.

The results identified from the study and the improvement



points are as follows:

First, out of 24 instructors, 15 (62.5%) responded that, to be
able to provide better lessons, what would be needed the most
were supports for teaching aids such as musical instruments and
music stands. Financial support from the government or agencies
were in need of expansion to create an environment where the
students can generate more efficient educational results, and in
order to form a better environment for lessons, teaching aids such
as musical instruments and music stands needed to be expanded
further.

Second, in the B and C institutions where group lessons were
taking place, 6 out of 8 instructors (75%) as well as 55 out of 100
teachers (55.0%) expressed dissatisfaction with the way that the
lessons were being given. While both instructors and students
expressed dissatisfaction when an average of 7 students were
assigned per the same hour, for group lessons with less than 4
students, both students and instructors indicated that they were
satisfied with the lessons. Therefore, 4 students or less will need
to be assigned per instructor in case of group lessons to improve
the quality of lessons.

Third, 19 of 24 instructors (79.2%) responded that the lack of
institutional cooperation over student attendance management and
administrative support led to the inability to keep up with
progressing with the lessons in accordance with lesson planning

documents. Further active cooperation between the institutional



administrative teams and the instructors for systematic execution
of the program is needed such as communicating the attendance to
parents and improving the attendance rate, to result in systematic
lesson implementations.

Fourth, 53 of 94 students (56.3%) from B, C, and D institutions
who participated in improvement musical concerts responded that
they were satisfied with the concerts, indicating that the
improvement musical concerts had positive impact on the level of
student achievements. While the students in A institution had
higher satisfaction level compared to other institutions due to 1:1
personal lessons being offered to them, they did not have
opportunities to participate in improvement concerts considering
the nature of personal lessons. As the improvement concerts
provide an excellent opportunity to give confidence and motivation
to the students, more opportunities should be provided to students
involved in 1:1 personal lessons to sufficiently participate in
improvement concerts through coordination among institutions.

Based on the findings of this study, more efficient policies must
be prepared, and an education system of a higher quality must be
developed to result in voucher programs in which the students

enrolled in the classes can be better satisfied.
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