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good books can do so much for children. At their best, they
expand horizons and instil in children a sense of the wonderful
complexity of life ... No other pastime available to children is so
conductive to empathy and the enlargement of human sympathies. No
other pleasure can so richly furnish a child’s mind with the symbols,

patterns, depths, and possibilities of civilization. (34)
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May I suggest that the aim of children’s writing be delight not edification;
that its attributes be the eternal childlike qualities of wonder; simplicity,
laughter and warmth; and that in the worldwide realm of children’s books,

the literature be kept inside, the sociology and pedagogy out. (355)
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To the children’s literature critic the outstanding characteristic of "children’s
literature’ is that it is supposed to speak to the reading child through
amusement and inherent appeal, and not instructive, coercive, intrusive or
dull to the reading child. This also often comes to be the main means of

indicating the ’literary’ qualities of children’s books. (“Essentials" 21)
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Alice’s became the first child-mind, in the history of children’s fiction,
to occupy the centre ... No narrator of a story for children had stood
so close to a child protagonist, observing nothing except that child,

describing, never criticising, showing only what that child saw. (24)
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Fern pushed a chair out of the way and ran outdoors. The grass was
wet and the earth smelled of springtime. Fern's sneakers were

sopping by the time she caught up with her father. (1)
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E. B. White, Charlotte’s Web (New York: HarperCollins Publishers Inc., 1980)
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It is quite possible that an animal has spoken civilly to me and that I
didn’t catch the remark because I wasn’t paying attention. Children

pay better attention than grownups. (110)
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"Alone?" said Fern. "Alone? My best friends are in the barn cellar. It

is a very sociable place. Not at all lonely." (107)
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4 =53 E4Eg. =& 71 E(Norton Kinghorn)2 ‘glojs®l &
4'(lost innocence)ol] & wF e 29 dAo] “ xR AuF,
of Vel 143 718”7(“The Real Miracle of Charlotte’s Web”)ol| A =3k
ojdole] FH thEH Fo] onE FATrL

The ‘real miracle” is the childlike capacity to converse with animals,
appreciate the splender of nature, and experience “the mystical tie that
exists between a sensitive child and the earth and all the creatures

and things of the earth’. (Griffith, Salvation 14, #|<1-8)
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Wordsworth)1} @lg] do]u]= 4 &-9(Henry David Thoreau)* & 3}o]E=
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Sweet, sweet, sweet interlude; sweet, sweet, sweet interlude. (43)
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(We must go and listen) "to Nature’s teaching, while from all
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around-/Earth and her waters, and the depths of air-/Comes a still

voice" (McMichael 895).
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The night before the Country Fair, every body went to bed early ...
Fern lay dreaming that she was getting sick in the swings ... When
morning came, .. Fern lugged a pail of hot water to her room and
took a sponge bath. Then she put on her prettiest dress because she

knew she would see boys at the Fair. (118-119)

FAY A pels mEE A8 AAdd QY .. B s g

qFe & E B3 £ FAFE0] 2R HEe ERIA ARHE &
ok, Fol M Aot o obel Hel BAbe Fow

Heol Az WHIE gAMET. A7IA FEe HY T FHE eV}
Sith. 7 olfE THlE B BL ol AN 4% W 4L o
AA7le 4R REZRA st J& Bk oide 14 Byl 2 A
| W&ot} dE S0 1073l
A B3 odelB7t 2y BE BAL Ber 2ol Mg AAEA HAHD

A7t ARE FAH Foa clopld % gl

N

You climbed up a ladder to the hayloft. Then, holding the rope, you
stood at the edge and looked down, and were scared and dizzy.

Then you straddled the knot, so that it acted as a seat. Then you got
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up all your nerve, took a deep breath, and jumped. For a second you
seemed to be falling to the barn floor far below, but then suddenly
the rope would begin to catch you, and would sail through the barn
door going a mile a minute ... Then you would zoom upward into
the sky, and look up at the clouds, and the rope would twist and
you would twist and turn with the rope. Then you would drop
down, down, down out of the sky and come sailing back into the
barn .. then sail out again(not quite so far this time), then in
again(not quite so high), then out again, then in again .. Mothers for
miles around worried about Zuckerman’s swing. They feared some
child would fall off. No child ever did. Children almost always hang
onto things tighter than their parents think they will. (69)
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When Mrs. Arable happened to look up into the starry sky and saw
her little daughter sitting with Henry Fussy and going higher and
higher into the air, and saw how happy Fern looked, she just shook
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her head. "My, my!" she said. "Henry Fussy. Think of that!" (139)
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Can I have some money? (150, 153)

Can’t I please have some money? (156)

= & TA8
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Henry invited me to go on the Ferris wheel again, only I don’t think

he has any money left. He ran out of money. (156)

A7 AdA A FEAAAS BNEGL DA, el e Eol
oS Ad Q. 2 oln =2 tF HH =q

el 9k g oloprlelA a9l Mste ® ArkA 24T £ Qe 2
AL U7k o)A & wiE e = dH, A Fads AzkdAY ¥EHe
HSAo= Holth. 2u= oMuyrt $3 AR Aol fle 47t of
UHE Zoltt. old] thal ol AxEle thedt 2ol 479 Sulg Yoo

Fern begins to grow up and leave childhood behind; she takes her
first tentative steps into the real world of relationships, work, and

responsibility. (110)
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“The most Fun there is,” retorted Fern, "is when the Ferris wheel
stops and Henry and I are in the top car and Henry makes the car
swing and we can see everything for miles and miles and miles."
(173)

“Goodness, are you still thinking about that ol" Ferris wheel?" said
Avery in disgust. "The Fair was weeks and weeks ago." (174)

'l think about it all the time," said Fern, picking snow from her ear.

(174)
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This Ferris wheel provides the children with a lift up into the
freedom of adulthood and offers a vantage point on life in all its

variety and abundance. (Agosta 106)
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The pig couldn’t help being born small, could it? If I had been very

small at birth, would you have killed me? .. This is the most terrible
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case of injustice I ever heard of. (3)
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[ am not entirely happy about my diet of flies and bugs, but it's the
way I'm made. A spider has to pick up a living somehow or other,
and I happen to be a trapper ... I have to get my own living. I live

by my wits. I have to be sharp and clever, lest I go hungry. (39-40)
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Why not? It's true, and I have to say what is true. (39)
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The Barn was very large. It was very old. It smelled of hay and it

smelled of manure. It smelled of the perspiration of tired horses and
the wonderful sweet breath of patient cows. It often had a sort of
peaceful smell--as though nothing bad could happen ever again in the
world. It smelled of grain and of harness dressing and of axle grease

and of rubber boots and of new rope. (13)
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Wilbur stood in the trough, drooling with hunger. Lurvy poured. The
slops ran creamily down around the pig's eyes and ears. Wilbur
grunted. He gulped and sucked, and sucked and gulped, making
swishing and swooshing noises, anxious to get everything at once.

(75)
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I don’t think there is any such thing as less than nothing ... How
can something be less than nothing? If there were something that was
less than nothing, then nothing would not be nothing, it would be

something even though it's just a very little bit of something. (28)
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Sleep, sleep, my love, my only,

Deep, deep, in the dung and the dark (104)
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Charlotte’s Web is a book about the acceptance and celebration of all
aspects of existence, the good along with the bad; in its own phrase,

it celebrates “the glory of everything’ (Gubar 104, #]<1-§-)

1) shel B Aol of 2AlolA @alual @ zle Al td AR (“all that I
hope to say, is that I love the world.")o]&}ar 2k} 9l o(Elledge 300-301,
EES)
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“Why did you do all this for me?" he asked. "I don’t deserve it. I've
never done anything for you."

"You have been my friend," replied Charlotte. "That in itself is a

tremendous thing. I wove my webs for you because I liked you."

(164, HAle] 7 %)
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After all, what's a life, anyway? We're born, we live a little while, we
die. A spider’s life can’t help being something of a mess, with all this
trapping and eating flies. By helping you, perhaps I was trying to lift
up my life a trifle. Heaven knows anyone’s life can stand a little of

that. (164, DA}e] 7%)
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Griffith, "Fantasy" 117)= HT ZA7IEA Y Z42& g3 dol U
2% misith. @A o]okr]E & F il(story-telling), AF7HE
Hag Ura, ArEd 2H/E AFE 5 45D g4y dAs EF
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Wilbur was a pig any man would be proud of ... Charlotte had
written the word RADIANT, and Wilbur really looked radiant as he
stood in the golden sunlight. Ever since the spider had befriended
him, he had done his best to live up to his reputation. When
Charlotte’s web said SOME PIG, Wilbur had tried hard to look like
some pig. When Charlotte’s web said TERRIFIC, Wilbur had tried to
look terrificc. And now that the web said RADIANT, he did
everything possible to make himself glow. (114)
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“Springtime." said the old sheep, thoughtfully. "Another spring." As

she walked away, Wilbur saw a new lamb following her. (176)
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Life in the barn was very good--night and day, winter and summer,
spring and fall, dull days and bright days. It was the best place to
be, thought Wilbur, this warm delicious cellar, with the garrulous
geese, the changing seasons, the heat of the sun, the passage of
swallows, the nearness of rats, the sameness of sheep, the love of
spiders, the smell of manure, and the glory of everything. (183)
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ABSTRACT

Children’s Literature and Children’s Growth: E. B. White’s Charlotte’s Web

Lee, Young Rim
Major in English Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

The notion of a child has been changing and evolving since the 17th
century when childhood began to be recognized as an independent but
still immature period. Underneath the notion of a child as an immature
being lies the conscious of domination of adults who, because they look
upon childhood as the preparatory stage for becoming an adult rather
than an independent period in which a child has his/her own unique
world, want to discipline a child so that he/she can be silently
incorporated into the society built by the adults. Writers of children’s
literature, too, play their role in conveying the distorted conception of
children by presenting an imaginary image of children they made for
their literary works. In view of the fact that all stages in life have their
own respective completeness, a child can never be regarded as an
immature being. Considering that the characteristics of childhood are
constant changes and growth however, we should also note that
limiting a child to a single image such as a pure child or a good child
disregards the growth of a child. The development of children’s fiction

in 20th century has been anchored on this controversial notion of



childhood.

In Charlotte’s Web, E. B. White not only poses a fundamental
question about whether a child is really immature as compared to an
adult, but also depicts the growth of a child in realistic manner. In this
story nature 1s portrayed as more valuable than civilization to the
growth of a child. Through Fern communicating with the natural world,
the author tries to deliver the message that the ability of a child
experiencing a mental relationship with nature is superior to that of an
adult who, tamed by the civilized society, cannot discern the true value
of nature. White, however, is careful not to portray Fern as one living
only in a world of purity. The barnyard society connects the world of a
child to that of an adult. By means of Charlotte’s web, Fern observes
and vicariously experiences the world of life and death in the barnyard
society where life is comprised of eating and being eaten. Through her
love for Wilbur, Charlotte presents a way to overcome the limits of life
destined to be tarnished. Growing up with the truth of the spider’s web,
Fern comes to understand the world of her father, that is, the world of
an adult, and thus takes her first step toward that world.

By linking the two worlds—-the fantasy world and the world outside
of the barnyard--and allowing Fern shuttling between these two worlds,
White is able to represent the complexity of life in a roundabout and
perceptive way. It 1s for this reason that Fern's growth through the
barnyard society can be construed as symbolizing the growth of a child
through reading children’s literature. Fern grows up and leaves the
barnyard, but the fantasy world of the barnyard would last forever and

prove its power of nurturing children’s imagination.
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