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ABSTRACT

A Comparative Study on Beginner’s Piano Teaching
Materials and Research on their Usage in Childhood

Sun-hye, Kang

Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education
Sung Shin Woman’'s University

Most piano lessons started in childhood are mainly driven by teachers
based on piano teaching materials. Hence choice of proper books is
directly related to the efficient and upright piano lessons.

Purposes of the study are to help teachers to understand what lessons
are included in each book through analysis on basic materials and to
suggest effective measures for better teaching through analysis on merits
and demerits of each material. Also through questionnaire on how
beginner’s teaching materials are being used, it's to find out status of
textbook usage and teachers’ recognition on the books and change of their
thoughts and to discuss on what they have to consider and to correct in
choosing materials and in piano lessons.

Among teaching materials for the beginner widely recognized and
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used the most frequently, it's defined Bayel, Alfred pre course A, and
Bestin for analysis. With results of analysis, Bayel is the traditional one
and well organized and systemized in its composition but bass [F] clef and
new articulation are quite lately introduced and similar type of lesson
music pieces repeated very often so, it brings children feel bored and
difficult.

Even though Alfred stimulates children’s interests and has detailed
subjects and explanations compared with other materials, it may delay a
progress because of overloaded lesson volume caused by excessive
subdivision.

On the other hand, Bestin has a merit to stimulate children’s interests
by visual effects with various colored illustrations and specific explanations
through the pictures but it’s lack of music pieces agreed by our children
because it's used by translating American color materials.

56 teachers are questioned, who teach in music institutes and lessons
in downtown Seoul and who currently teach piano among students of
Christian Music University and Graduate School of Education, Sungsin
Women's University.

Seen the results, teachers who majored piano and vocal music are the
most with 71.5% and 53.6% of them replied children start to take piano
lesson at their age in 6 or 7. 41.1% of respondents, the biggest numbers,

said they use newly compiled Bayel the most and 37.5% provided the
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reason that teachers themselves compared with other materials to choose
for applying on children. For an improvement of musical ability, 34% and
23% replied rhythm, melody, harmony and originality respectively. For
problems to be improved in wusing textbooks, lack of musical piece
stimulating interests accounts for 41.8% and these teachers use additional
materials to solve the problems.

Derailed from the piano lessons driven by mainly teachers with
standardized teaching materials, teachers try to teach in consideration of
children’s level for efficient piano lesson with change of recognition in
various way.

It's very regret that kinds of teaching materials actively studied and
developed in the nation are limited to Bayel and foreign materials such as
Alfred or Bestin also need a study on materials for new interpretation
beyond limit of publishment by an exclusive publishing company. It's
expected many kinds of Bayel currently re-interpreted are to be compared
and analyzed for efficient methods on piano lesson curriculum and study

on teaching materials in next studies
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