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A Study on the Anarchism Education and the Practice
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The history of education we usually know is history of preexisting public
education. It ignores the critical tradition of education. Criticism on public
education, specially the criticism on the nationalistic authoritarianism has
been initiated by anarchism leaded by Godwin in 18th century and
Goodman, Illich, Rymer, Gore, Freire and etc. But it has been ignored.
As Anarchism is interested in development of social system that improve
autonomy of individuals that denies the nation that destroy the autonomy.
and denies the political structure for privileged class including
representative democracy that became means to justify their exploitation
and denies authoritative system. The denial of school can be the whole
denial of system itself but it is usually insisting new place where learning
is taking place . The alternative education system that we are going to
study here, is suggested as one of the substitutions.

The alternative education system has old origin of ideology. We can find
the origin in pacifism and internationalism and above all in the democratic

ideology(not the representative democracy as a system). But in this study,



we do not mention these ideology, as they are known universally already.
The origin of educational thought is from Russeau but the most direct
effect is from anarchism. It is more accurate ideology to translate it as
autonomy rather than anarchism . And it is opposed to nationalism. In
this study, we are going to review general anarchism and the educational
thought of it and examine the relation between the anarchism and
alternative education system.

The educational thought of anarchism is not informed well in Korea.
Even the people who have a dislike for the anarchism cannot ignore its
influence to ideology, arts, and education. For instances, we consider
anarchism is the origin of Spanish Civil War, Student Movement in 1968,
ideological movement leading to recent deconstruction of Michael
Foucault, most avant-garde of 20th century, and educational movement
of Illich and Freire after 19th century. Modern liberal education
movement began after Student Movement in 1968. It influenced
enormously to the whole society and brought about fundamental change
that led to change of concept in education area and judicature which were
most conservative areas. Democratization of education and judicature is
very important in the point of view that they are fundamental system
maintaining society. But they are still most conservative areas in process
of democratization today.

We started with following questions about our education. "Are they real
that our stereotype of education, so to speak, schools are made by the
nation =learning with government designated textbooks, and competition
for taking examinations is beneficial to train life, and nation centered
education which is same to all children is democratic, and all the teachers
that nation appointed are superior to students, and teachers of ability can

make obedient children by punishment with good intentions?" About



these, we think that liberal education is, so to speak it is upright
education to bring up students who can make their own decision, and
today that is symbolized for examination competition is making slaves
rather than human beings, and  ability grouping and teaching is
democratic to all children, and teachers are equal to students. and
teachers of ability are helping children's liberal growing. The genuine
education is learning human relations by oneself in community lifes with
liberty and equality rather than fear and threat.

Here we are going to review the typical form of alternative education, and
find the meaning in anarchism to make it a clue to solve our educational
problems. The alternative education we explain here is exceptional even in
the advanced countries where liberal education is general, so it seems like
an impossible illusion to our educational system that not being liberal is
general. There can be questions like " Is it meaningful to introduce such
a extreme liberal education in a country that nationalistic education has
been settled?" IT is impossible to experiment education, but it can be
helpful for solving our educational problems by review the alternative
education that was already groped for in the advanced countries for
change of way of thinking based on experimental mind.

In this study, we analyzed literature and studies about anarchism and
alternative educations using descriptive approach and ideographic method
which are generally used in social science, and the scope of this study is
as following.

The chapter 1 is introduction that includes review and description of the
goal and method of this study and the scope of constitution.

In the chapter 2, we analyzed the characteristics of educational theory that

includes background of the origin of anarchism and relation between



anarchism and education .

In the chapter 3, we analyzed the practice and problems of theory of the
anarchism education focusing on alternative education. We analyzed the
alternative school that is practice of the theory of anarchism education
and examples of our alternative school and the operation form of it, and
compared and analyzed it with present public education to draw
suggestions.

In the chapter 4,as a result part, rough summary and result of this study

are included to be clear at a glance.
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