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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Expression of Images through the

Twelve Earthly Branches

— With a Main Focus on the Author’'s Work -

An, Sang Eun
Dept. of Oriental painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Both in the East and West, people had huge curiosity about the future
and the curiosity to know about the future led to studies, outcomes and
creations in various areas ranging from natural phenomena to the cosmos.
Western astrology was developed to foretell the future, and the celestial
sphere was divided into several areas, each representing an animal or an
object. In the East, the twelve earthly branches and the four cardinal
deities were developed by associating animals to directions, hours and
seasons, and symbolism was assigned to those animals for using them
according to directions, hours and seasons. The animals of the twelve
earthly branches were worshipped as an object of religion because they
were believed to have the ability to protect individuals and make their

dreams come true.
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At present, there remains only the symbolic aspect of the twelve earthly
branches. At the beginning of every year, newspapers and TV news
broadcasts cover the animal of the year, along with its symbolism as a
guardian of the year. People hope that they will have a good year ahead
just as the character and symbolism of the animal of the year.

Korea’s representative traditional culture, the twelve earthly branches
have long existed with the Korean people in various forms and meanings.
I intend to combine the shamanistic aspect of the twelve earthly branches
and my wish based on my past experience to reconstruct them in a

modern fashion using the material wood.
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