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ABSTRACT

The Influence of Outdoor Cooperative Activities for Young

Children's Prosocial Behavior and Perspective Taking Ability

Kim, Min—jung
Department of Early Childhood Education
Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study intends to offer the basic data of teaching and
learning method helpful for the young children's development of
prosocial behavior and improvement of perspective taking ability
in outdoor cooperative activities by inspecting the effect of

prosocial behavior and perspective taking ability of the children.

According to the purpose of study above, the study topics were

set like followings.

1. How's the influence of the outdoor cooperative activities for

young children's prosocial behavior?
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2. How's the influence of the position of the outdoor cooperative

activities for young children's perspective taking ability?

The research subjects were 32 five—year—old children, half of
them from H kindergarten and the other half from M
kindergarten, located in Seongbuk—gu, Seoul. Among these, 16
children in the class of H kindergarten were allocated in the
experimental group, and other 16 children were allocated in the

controlled group.

The outdoor cooperative activities were conducted for children
in the experimental group for a total of 16 times, once or twice
a week for 10 weeks from May 3rd to July 9th, 2010. The study
was usually conducted for coed group and big group—based
activities. During the same period, the children in the controlled
group performed the wusual outdoor activities according to their

kindergarten's daily routine.

In this study, to measure the prosocial behavior of the children,
'the rating scale of prosocial behavior for teachers' by Yeong—ok
Kim(2003) was used. To measure the perspective taking ability

of children, Sue—gi Lee(2005)'s tester, revised and supplemented
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from Hyun—ok Shin(1996)'s, which was based on the research
for measuring perspective taking ability by Hudson, Forman and

Brion(1982) was used.

Data were analyzed wusing SPSS 14.0 program. Covariate
analysis (ANCOVA) was conducted to find out the influence of
outdoor cooperative activities for young children's prosocial

behavior and perspective taking ability.

The results of this study are like followings.

First, the outdoor cooperative activities had the positive effect
on improving children's prosocial behavior. When examined by
sub—sphere of the prosocial behavior, the children of
experimental group participated in outdoor cooperative activities
were more improved than those of controlled group who didn't
take part in, in every aspect such as leadership, helping,
communication, concern, proximity, sharing, and empathy &

self—regulating.

Second, the outdoor cooperative activities had the positive

effect on improving children's perspective taking ability. When
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examined by sub—sphere of the perspective taking ability, the
children of experimental group participated in outdoor cooperative
activities were more improved than those of controlled group who
didn't take part in, in intended perspective taking ability,
emotional perspective taking ability and thought perspective

taking ability.

As the results of this study above, it shows that the outdoor

cooperative activities had positive influence on prosocial behavior

and perspective taking ability of the children.
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