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ABSTRACT

An Analysis on the Needs of five—year—old Children's

Outdoor Playgrounds Space Arrangement

Kim, So—Yoon
Major in Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This study aims to know what five—year—old male and female
children want in 'Arranging outdoor playgrounds' by small group
designing activities.

The following questions arose to solve the aims of this study.

1. What do five—year—old male children want in 'the outdoor
playground space arrangement' by small group designing
activities?

2. What do five—year—old female children want in 'the outdoor

playground space arrangement' by small group designing activities?

This study made the participating observations of two classes
consisting of five—year—old children(male 29, female 25) who played

'Arranging outdoor playgrounds' by the small group designing



activities. They all attend the kindergarten attached to S elementary
school located at Nam—gu, Ulsan City. The small group designing
activities were held eleven times for three weeks(from March 25 in
2008 to April 11) and eleven groups(five female groups and six male
groups) participated in the activities. Each group consisted of 5
members selected at random. Children's mutual activities were
observed and the informal interviews with children were made,
which were put down on the field notebooks or recorded by
videoplayer and the activity results such as design drafts and
products were photographed and collected as the material for this
study.

Field notebooks, video material, interviews with children and
activity results were sorted out and analyzed according to the

subjects.

This study is summarized as follows;

First, through 'Arranging outdoor playgrounds' by small group
designing activities, five—year—old children want to place the
large—scale play—devices for some children to play with
simultaneously or they want to change the ordinary play—tools into
other transformations to feel more exciting. Male children want to
use model cars and model jet planes in the outdoor playgrounds in
order to facilitate the functional role plays where they can be the
characters of the animated cartoons in TV, and they hope to have

space for body activities such as soccer grounds, sand places and



learning spaces for observation. Five—year—old male children are
interested in the kidnapping accident happened lately and want to
set the security facilities such as guard room, camera and monitor
in the outdoor playgrounds to protect themselves from dangers.
They also want to have the convenient facilities arranged in the
outdoor playgrounds for example, clocks, lanterns, telephone booths,
drugstores and beverage vending machines. These are not utilized
directly to the children's plays but they are of good use or helpful

indirectly while children are playing.

Second, unlike male children, five—year—old female children want
to make their play—tools designed aesthetically, and need the
toy—kitchenware—playhouse to promote the imaginary play. Female
children hope to arrange the relaxing place or calm space more in
the outdoor playgrounds for reading and drawing pictures rather than
the space for body activities and they also want to have the
learning space for observation where plants and animals can be
grown. Female children want the play—tools suitable to their body
sizes for safety, they also want the play—devices with soft material
to absorb the shocks and the floor of the outdoor playgrounds with
lawn. The convenient facilities that the female children want to equip

are beverage vending machines, fans, post boxes, toilets and lockers.
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