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Aol A A e fA, 100x80.3cm, 2024.
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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Grotesque Expression
of Inner Wildness and Impulse through the Body

- Focusing on the Artist’s Own Works -

Chaewon, Seol
Dept. of Western Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

This thesis analyzes the creative processes, thematic elements, and
aesthetic characteristics of paintings produced between 2022 and 2025.
My artworks narratively explore a philosophical journey into the
unconscious, examining the coexistence and tension between an
ego—driven self and a superego-driven self, where one frequently
suppresses the other. The ego-driven self, characterized by impulses
such as selfishness, aggression, and pride, often manifests through
impulsive behaviors, highlighting an awareness of my innate wildness. I
believe that understanding and managing this repressed wildness is
essential for achieving genuine mastery over my psyche. While rooted

in my personal experiences of inner conflict, this study suggests a
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universal human experience.

Inner conflicts and impulses stemming from suppressed wildness are
expressed through symbolic narratives and characters in my paintings.
Characters’ physical appearances and poses are analyzed through
Freud's psychoanalytic framework, particularly employing the concepts
of Superego, Id, and Ego. However, finding Freud’'s theory inadequate
in fully explaining the origins of my libido, Carl Jung’s analytical
psychology is integrated to provide complementary insights. Aligning
with Jung's viewpoint, self-discrepancy is perceived as an inherent
aspect of human existence, ultimately aiming to transcend it through
self-realization.

According to Jungian theory, inner wildness and impulses should not
be suppressed or confronted as enemies, but rather embraced and
harmonized. Based on this perspective, I sought to reflect these primal
instincts and impulses in my artwork.

Grotesque, which originated in the realm of cave paintings and
decorative arts, involves the transformation and distortion of forms into
strange and uncanny shapes. In my artistic process, I have found the
grotesque to be an effective aesthetic device for expressing complex
inner emotions, conflicts, and contradictions. Therefore, 1 analyzed the
depiction of inner wildness through the lens of grotesque aesthetics by
studying grotesque expression in my work.

My work is narrative painting, and I intentionally omitted certain
body parts or exaggerated volumes to give the figures a more
instinctual and dynamic impression. In particular, the "hybrid monster”

figure, symbolizing wildness, is portrayed as a combination of a goat’s
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head, exposed muscles, and a skeletal torso. This depiction was
analyzed with a focus on bodily representation, drawing on grotesque
concepts such as deformation, hybridity, and heterogeneity.

To support this analysis, I compared my work with that of Glenn
Brown (1966 - ), Francisco José de Goya (1746 - 1828), and Lee Seungae
(1989 - ), presenting their works as precedents in exploring grotesque
aesthetics. Furthermore, I interpreted the spaces in my paintings based
on their symbolic function: the baseball field as a battleground, natural
landscapes as a place of comfort and acceptance, and abstract color
fields as visualizations of the unconscious. I also analyzed the use of
color, particularly the employment of complementary contrasts to
visualize internal conflicts and emotional extremes.

In the artwork analysis, I provided a comprehensive discussion
centered on each piece, addressing the narrative structure, the symbolic
meaning of the titles, and the effects of the materials and techniques
used. This study aimed to clarify my artistic world by analyzing
narrative structure and expressive techniques, focusing on visual and
symbolic elements, and comparing my works to those of prior artists.

In conclusion, I reflected on the process of analyzing my own work in
the form of a thesis and outlined the directions for future improvement.
I recognized the need to expand grotesque aesthetics further —not only
in bodily depiction but also in composition, color, and materials—to
more actively express inner wildness and impulses. Lastly, I discussed
the painterly characteristics of my work and presented future

expectations for its development.
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