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ABSTRACT

The Study on Poetry Teaching Method based on New

Criticism

- Focusing on Poems in Middle School Textbooks -

Oh, Su Jeong
Major in Korea Education
Graduate school of Education

Sungshin women’s University

New Criticism, a criticism theory, was introduced to Korea by Baek
Chul. It is Internal Criticism that focuses on the analysis of internal
constructs. It, analyzing the individual meanings of a poem, has had a great
effect on poetry education in Korea.

Since New Criticism was introduced in Korea, Korean education
environment has changed the original characteristics of it. The distorted New
Criticism in Korea emphasizes the analysis of poems too much hampering the
development of imagination and creativity.

In order to overcome the weak points of New Criticism, diverse teaching
methods including aesthetics of reception are studied and suggested as new

teaching methods. However, the knowledge education of New Criticism is



considered important again due to the fact that these methods are found to
be idealistic, not realistic.

Education is an action based on a plan to make learners reach to a
certain level. It is necessary to research diverse teaching-learning methods
considering capacity, aptitude, intelligence of an individual. Knowledge, the
basic factor of education, is important in this research. Teachers have to
deliver knowledge to students thoroughly and play more important roles in
this information-oriented society. Since it is important to creatively process
and utilize information these days, it is very critical to deliver the correct
information and knowledge. It is very important to deliver the correct
information and knowledge in poetry education. In order for students
understand, appreciate, use and write poems and grow into well-rounded
people, teachers should deliver correct knowledge by adequate
teaching-learning methods. Here is the meaning of New Criticism.

New Criticism has been developed by new critics like T.S. Eliot and
Cleanth Brooks. When it was introduced in Korea, the knowledge-oriented
characteristic of New Criticism was mainly accepted. In Korean education
environment where admission exam for College is the most important, there
is no way but to teach students to memorize and analyze poems. However, it
has many side effects and teachers start to reflect on the distorted New
Criticism,

Analysis of the internal structure of poems and deliver of knowledge are
the positive features of New Criticism. Teachers need to help students

develop imagination and creativity while utilizing the positive features of



New Criticism.

There are various methods to teach image, metaphor, and paradox
considered important in New Criticism. Teachers should help students to
understand poems in diverse ways reading and analyzing poems carefully.
Teachers could teach students that image, metaphor, and paradox construct a
poem and exist as a poem, an autonomous subiject.

There are various methods to teach image, metaphor, and paradox
considered important in New Criticism: expressing with adjectives,
remembering and  associating, team interview, cooperation  study,
brainstorming, using audiovisual materials, rewriting a verse into a prose.

It is possible to have efficient and creative poetry education with diverse
teaching methods based on New Criticism. When knowledge and activities of
students are combined, students could have interest in poetry and develop
creativity.

In addition, understanding and appreciating poems, thinking and
expressing in teaching-learning method of Kim Dae-Haeng could be used in
real classes.

It is necessary to develop diverse teaching methods based on New
Criticism in order to help students improve their creativity. Efficient and

creative poetry teaching methods based on New Criticism is very important.
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