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ABSTRACT

A Study on Ceramic Gardenware

Using Plant Imprints

An Min Ju
Department of Crafts
Graduate school of

Sungshin University

Nature has always captivated the human spirit with its awe-inspiring
beauty. Although nature appears to repeat itself in a predetermined cycle,
it changes its face every year, season, month, and day. Scrutinizing natu
re helps unveil its hidden aspects; its formative elements particularly intr

igue us with their capability of adding value to ceramic ornaments.

This study uses the morphological structure of plants as a design elemen
t for ceramic ornaments, going beyond ceramic gardenware's functional rol
e of housing plants. It explores gardenware’s esthetic potential as an objet
d’art for decorating spaces. With this in mind, the author of this study exa
mined various types of gardenware and capitalized on the formative estheti
cs captured from nature to produce ceramic gardenware that can communic
ate beauty in spaces.

Specifically, fruit, twigs, and thin leaves were collected and observed as
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materials for decorative expressions in ceramic gardenware, focusing on int
erpreting the implicit esthetic characteristics of plants that showcase repetit
ive and cumulative growth. Subsequently, points, lines, and planes were cla
ssified and arranged based on plant shape. As ceramic gardenware items a
re suitable for highlighting plant arrangements, they were designed by rend
ering the geometric planes three-dimensional so that plant-driven ceramic

decorating techniques can be accommodated.

Producing such items entailed incorporating collected plant sculptures thro
ugh various methods, such as pressing plants into clay and employing a pl
aster stamp. This process enabled the author to derive a method for levera
ging plant sculptures as an effective ceramic decorating technique and pres
ent inspiring ceramic gardenware types. Additionally, by applying the form
ative esthetics of plant sculptures to the multiple shapes of ceramic garden
ware, this study lays a foundation for broadening the horizons of ceramic 1

ivingware.
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