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ABSTRACT

A Study on Pictorial Expression of Gaze and Memory

Park, So Hyun
Departure of Fine Arts
Oriental painting Major
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This dissertation examines the process through which fragmented
memories of the past, stored through the researcher’s personal gaze, are
recombined and visualized when integrated with present emotions. The
researcher posits that personal memories formed through vision are
constructed by the combination of perceived objects and the emotional
reactions associated with them. Jean—Paul Sartre suggests that individuals
perceive themselves as objects through the gaze of others, which is part of
the human nature to discover the self within the context of relationships.
Similarly, memories stored through the gaze are not confined to individual
experiences but are shaped through interactions with others.

This study begins by exploring various theories related to the gaze. It
also Investigates visual perception as a key method for expressing
memories through artwork. Furthermore, Henri Bergson’s theory of pure

memory was analyzed to understand how past and present memories are



stored and interact. Pure memory is an archetypal memory that cannot be
recalled through sensory or representational means and cannot be destroyed
or deconstructed. Such pure memory is grasped through ‘intuition’, which
penetrates the essence of objects.

According to Bergson, an artist, relying on exceptional intuition, captures
the essence of an object and correlates it with their own pure memory to
create artworks. From this perspective, memory functions as a motive for
art and can be expressed through forms and compositions uniquely crafted
by the artist.

Memory, however, is not static once formed but continuously evolves.
Marcel Proust, in "In Search of Lost Time; , examines the concept of
‘involuntary memory’, wherein a current sensory experience may
inadvertently trigger recollections of objects or moments linked to a
specific time in the past, significantly influencing the present. In other
words, past memories stored within pure memory combine with present
emotions to manifest as images, transcending time and space to re-emerge
in the present. This phenomenon reveals the coexistence of past and
present beyond temporal and spatial boundaries.

The researcher focused on representing ‘eyes’ and ‘happy memories’ in
their artwork. The ‘eye’ serves as a symbol of the gaze received by the
researcher in the past and as a medium for expressing emotions
experienced at specific moments. Meanwhile, ‘happy memories’ act as a
driving force that has enabled the researcher to overcome challenging
situations. This dissertation thoroughly examines the images of memory

and their meanings as expressed in the researcher’s artwork.



The researcher’s work captures fragmented memories of the past within
a single frame. The artistic expression in these works can be categorized
into four primary approaches. First, the overlap of fragmented memories
creates a layered structure. Second, multiple perspectives are used to
represent memories from various viewpoints, serving as elements that
evoke different experiences and emotions based on the artist’s and
viewer’'s perception of nature and aesthetics. Third, the researcher
deconstructs and recombines memory images, beginning from the
foundational processes of their work. This approach not only disrupts
traditional forms but also reconstructs existing orders and meanings,
enabling new perspectives and multilayered interpretations. Finally, the
researcher actively employs empty spaces, a characteristic of Eastern
painting, to provide viewers with opportunities for imagination and
interpretation. These empty spaces interact with filled spaces to convey
richer meanings, as explored through the researcher's works..

This dissertation categorizes and analyzes the researcher’s works into
three main areas. First, the early works are explored for their expression
of memory and emotion through the prominent use of ‘faces and gazes’,
with a particular focus on the symbolic significance of the ‘eye’. Second,
the researcher’'s works in the ¢{Somewhere in My Memory) series aim to
evoke ‘happy memories from the past’ in the present. For instance, the use
of a ‘flower crown’ during the researcher's wedding inadvertently triggered
fragments of happy childhood memories, which were expressed in this
series. Finally, the (Scattered Memory) series centers on ‘memories of

space’, where the researcher uses the image of an amusement park as a



space for evoking recollections. The amusement park, a place almost
everyone has visited as a child, serves as a medium for revisiting the
innocence of the past, even in adulthood.

The researcher’'s works consistently express moments in which the past
and present coexist, emphasizing that the past is not merely fixed in time
but continues to exert a lasting influence on the present.

This dissertation analyzes the researcher’s works, focusing on memories
conveyed through the gaze, both theoretically and formally. It organizes
and articulates how these concepts are reflected in the researcher’s artistic
process. The creation of artworks centered on the theme of ‘memory’
serves as a process of self-realization, enabling the researcher to fully
realize their potential and move closer to the essence of their existence.
The researcher aims to continue expanding the horizons of memory
through new pure memories and the interplay between their own and

others’ gazes in future works.
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