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ABSTRACT

Teachers” Perspectives on
Time-extended Child Care at Kindergartens

Yi, Mi-Seon
Major in Early Childhood Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Woman's University

The purpose of this study is to examine the implications of quality
improvement in time-extended child care by investigating
opportunities and challenges of providing child care for

"non-standard" hours.
Research questions are as follows:

1. How do kindergarten teachers perceive time-extended child care?
2. What difficulties do kindergarten teachers face as they provide
time-extended child care?

3. What are the teachers’ suggestions for effective time-extended
child care?

A questionnaire was developed and sent to a random sample of
kindergarten teachers in Seoul, Gyeonggi-do, and In-cheon city. A
total of 131 completed surveys were analyzed. The survey contained

questionnaires in which teachers asked to respond to what they



think about offering child care service beyond 'nmormal" work day. In
addition, to examine challenges facing providers and improvements
for effective operations management data were collected in

face-to-face interviews with kindergarten teachers.

The frequencies and percentages were calculated using SPSS
version 17.0 and the mean and the standard deviation of the
importance of facilities were estimated. Interview data were analyzed

and categorized in terms of research questions.

The results of this study are as follows.

First, most teachers believe that time-extended care is necessary for
helping working mothers and providing services integrated education.
They think child care providers should be able to operate the class
independently and class should be limited to 10 or fewer children.
Also, we find that teachers think, by the purpose of time-extended
care, it should be offered even for all day or break and
time-extended care providers vacation should be flexible enough to
accommodate the parents’ needs. In operating up to 10 p.m. in most
time-extended care home, teachers think the most appropriate hours
of operation are from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on weekdays and from 8
am. to 2 pam. on Saturday. To provide time-extended care, in
addition to teachers, assistant staff, a kitchen team, and a cleaner are
needed to be hired and providers should focus on matters of health
and safety as top priority. Most teachers think that teachers need

training, and guidance on operating time-extended care.

Secondly, for guidelines of the health to consider when providing



time-extended care, teachers think children should have a evening
meal and a bedtime or evening snack which are prepared at the
kindergarten. Children have various emotional needs at bedtime and
teachers should consult with parents regarding each child’s routine
and any special concerns. For regulations designed to protect the
safety in time-extended care child care settings, daycare security
cameras and security camera systems should be installed in child
care. Moreover, teachers need to be educated about emergency

preparedness.

Third, inventories of all of the systems in the child care
kindergarten that teachers would like to have are security systems,

heating and cooling systems, and cooking systems.

Fourth, to better communication between parents and providers
teachers prefer letters to send home to inform children’s health

condition, behaviour and progress.

Fifth, challenges teachers face are hard work and safety concerns
in the night time. Another concerns are irregular operating time,

information shortage of caring, and communication with parents.

Lastly, what most child care teachers need are assistants and
incentives for time-extended care. Results show that the government
might have more influence on childcare by offering licensed teachers,
developed programs, support financial benefits, education for teachers

and parents, and providing beneficial information.
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