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ABSTRACT

<A study on the status and condition of music education

in the school for the visually impaired>

Chae Kyung , Park
Major in Music Education
Graduate School of Education

Sung Shin Woman's University

The purpose of this study is to observe and understand the
status of music education, conditions, and facilities in the School
for the Visually Impaired and to utilize the data as a more
effective teaching method as well as music. The survey was
conducted targeting the music teachers at the School for the
Visually Impaired.

The survey two kind of and were divided into the survey for the
teachers and the survey for the school. The study targets were
the 10 schools among the total of 12 schools for the wvisually
impaired excluding 1 school which didn't like the idea of its music
class content and the school facility to be opend and another
school which had a music teacher who was blind as well and it

was difficult for the teacher to answer the survey. The survey



was conducted to the music teachers. The result of this research
can be summarized as the following.

First, in total hours of music classes were operated similarly to
general school but it showed that the hours of music classes were
operated elastically depending on the grade level. Most of the
schools had only 1 music teacher.

Second, in terms of music environment, teachers actively
supported musical activities of the students and the teachers
answered that instruments and music class facilities are well
equipped. Regarding the music class data, it showed that the
teachers were pretty satisfied.

Third, regarding the content of the music class, it was shown
that the standardized textbooks were being used among the same
class levels because the textbooks being used by sighted students
must go through the process of the braille translation. Since
incidental music books lack much, it showed that the teachers
developed and used other books or internet information according
to the specificity and situations of the visually impaired students.
Fourth, regarding the braille music education, it showed that most
of the teachers didn't receive music braille training and it was
clear that they were only teaching the students regarding the
basic contents according to the education process. Although they
feel the need for braille music, as a result of lack of

professionalism in braille music, difficulty of braille music, and the



shortness in time of music classes, the teachers taught braille
music when necessary.

Fifth, music teachers at school for the visually impaired
recognized music playing a positive role in the students. All
schools operated music departments and improved the self-esteem
of the students through music and actively supported the students'
musical activities. Through foreign activities, it was clear that they
were leading to improve the awareness about people with
disabilities.

Through this study, it was possible to understand the musical
educational status operated in the schools for the visually
impaired. In order to utilize the data for more efficient music and
teaching methods, this study suggests enabling music and
curriculum development for the wvisually impaired students, braille
music education strengthening for special teachers, and making a

variety of music into braille music.
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