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ABSTRACT

A study on the power relations in the process of making a star

— Focused on the production of actors

Ruri, Lee
Dept. of Media Communication
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

This research analyzes the process of one person becoming a
celebrity by examining production of actors. Interviews with different
prospective actors and celebrities showed that actors are produced
by a 4 step process of “Selection — Training — Debut — Management”
and recognized the power relations between the actors and
producers during each stage. The definition of “power relations”
derived from this research is, ‘exercising power over someone else
to make them something' and considered that the authority of
entertainment companies is formed by its capital, production of labor,
accumulation of experience and contract—based relationship, whereas

celebrities acquire power from level of popularity. The producing



company can do whatever it wants uring the stage of selecting
prospective actors and preparing them for debut; however, if the
particular actors receives popularity and recognition, they can
exercise power by acting on their own will regarding selection of
roles, allocation of profit, management style and so on. As described
above, this research examined the power relations between
producers and actors, what meaningful conclusion can be derived
from that relationship, as well as provide a model for the process of

producing a celebrity.
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