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ABSTRACT

A Study on Teaching Methods for Novels through the Schema

Theory

Yu Hyun-ae

Dept. of korean Literature

and Language Education
Graduated School of Education

Sungshin Women’s University

The literary education that has been performed up to now is not
learner—-centered but teacher-centered and test—oriented; that is, it
has focused on delivering knowledge gained from interpretation to
take a test. However, a true kind of literary education has its goal in
the readers reading the work, understanding and appreciating it
based on their own experience of the work.

We deem that readers encounter a literary work, read and
experience it because they have interest in it. However, literary
works students get to read are confined to the works in their
textbooks, and teachers have an obligation to make them read the
works in the textbooks. Thereupon, this study presumes that
although students have to read some fixed works in their textbooks
unavoidably, it is inevitable to intrigue them to read the works and

have them understand and appreciate the works based on their own



experience. For this, it intends to study learning methods through the
schema theory that emphasizes students’ activeness and subjectivity.
The author thinks that for this kind of study on learning methods, an
appropriate teaching method will be a method to activate schemata.
The schema theory argues that a text cannot deliver its meaning by
itself but readers construct it on their own. Moreover, readers can
understand and appreciate the meaning of a work through schemata
they have. This suggests that readers read works using their
schemata to understand them. Therefore, if teachers use teaching
methods that activate the existing schemata of the readers to read
the work, that is, the students so as to teach them literary works
(novels, here in this article), it will be a teaching method to enhance
students’ activeness and subjectivity. The teaching method activating
schemata will let students read literary works as a subject even
when they deal with them 1in the outside of the classroom.
Accordingly, this research suggests actual methods to teach novels
by applying to novels the typical teaching methods that activate
schemata.

Chapter 1, in the introduction, examines the study goals and
methods and the history of advanced researches.

Chapter 2, in the schema theory and novel education, first studies
the concepts and types of schemata, schema theory and its functions,
and the implications that schema theory suggests to novel
instruction.

Chapter 3, for methods to use schemata in novel education,

examines the necessity for activating schemata and deals with the



typical methods of teaching methods to activate schemata.

Chapter 4, in the practice of novel instruction through activating
schemata, suggests the teaching—learning model devised in this paper
first and then applies the teaching methods examined in chapter 3 to
the actual novels.

Chapter 5, in conclusion, summarizes what have been discussed
before. It also asserts the necessity for the constant follow-up

researches based on the deliberate attention to the schema theory.
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