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Abstract

A Study on Scriabin Piano Sonata No.4 Op.30

Ji-Hea Jung
Department of Music
Graduate School of

Sungshin Women’s University

Scriabin(Alexander Nicolaevich Scriabin, 1892-1915) is a Russian
composer and pianist who did active work since the end of 19th
century until the beginning of 20th century.

Scriabin's composing method was affected by the Romantic era in
the beginning and thus was not far much from the traditional frame,
but he tried much change gradually in detailed parts like sound
composition system and key composition etc and tried to express his
own style uniquely. He who was indulged in the philosophy and the
mysticism thought of Nietzsche tried to infuse into music the
philosophical and religious thoughts and transcendentalize them into
art, and made 'mystical chord', an independent music grammar and
composed many work pieces which contained his own musical
thoughts.

Piano Sonata No.4 Op.30 which belongs to the second period of his
music composition era is a transitional work piece which shows the
process of forming of the mystical chord. This piece is composed of
2 movements, but the 1st movement and 2nd movement have been
connected using Attacca to form single movement. The 1st movement

i1s A-A' type, and the 2nd movement is also sonata type, but in the
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2nd movement, the theme of the 1st movement appears and thus the
uniformity of the 1st movement and Z2nd movement is provided.

Although it is not a complete mystical chord type, the chord of 4th
degree and chord of 7th degree and 9th degree, the foundation of
mystical chord were often used to shows the developing process of
mystical chord well. The rhythm has emphasized the rhythmical
element using syncopation, 4:3 and 5:4 polyrhythm and triplet.

Like this, Piano Sonata No.4 Op.30 is a transitional work piece
which shows the formation process of his musical grammar which

does not diverge completely from the traditional method.
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