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ABSTRACT

A Study on Analysis of the Accompaniment
of Schubert’s Winterreise

- In Focus on the Prelude, Bridge and Postlude -

Kim, Ji Youn

Collaborative Piano Major
Department of Music
Graduate School of Sungshin

Women's University

The Song (Lied), a combination of poetry and music developed into a
major music genre, Art Song, in 19th century when German lyric poetry
revived and the role of the piano accompaniment increased. Franz Peter
Schubert (1797-1828), who had an excellent ability to express the poetic
atmosphere, not only projected poems into melodies through many songs
but contributed greatly in elevating the Art Song genre into a major
genre through the pictorial piano accompaniment.

Schubert’s representative song cycle, Winter Journey (Die Winterreise

D. 911, 1827) is based on Wilhelm Muller's (1794-1827) poetry of the
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same period, portraying a wandering protagonist in the cold winter after
having a broken heart. Although the grief and despair of Schubert’s
latter days is deeply soaked in Winterreise, at the same time it is the
integration of Schubert’s creativity of the art song, a unique combination
of Schubert’s music and poetry.

This paper firstly compares the sequence and structure of Muller’s
collection of poems and Schubert’s song cycle Winterreise to look into
Schubert’s interpretation of poems, and especially focuses on the piano
part to not only study the accompaniment of the vocals but to study the
various accompaniment composing techniques where only the piano plays
in the prelude, bridge and postlude. Based on this understanding, the
paper classifies the types of accompaniments and exXtracts the
characteristic motifs. As a result, this paper reveals the poetic imagery
that Schubert wanted to express with the piano in Winterreise and

provides practical support for piano accompanists to interpret and

understand the whole piece.
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