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ABSTRACT

The Analytic Studies on Robert Alexander

Schumann’s Abegg Variation Op.1

Kim seung suk
Department of
Instrumental Music
Graduate School

Sungshin Women's University

Schumann represents the 19" century’s romanticism along with
Shubert, Mendelssohn, Chopin and Brahms. The romantic period
when he was active as a composer, developed music that was
fantastic and subjective, compare to classical period. He had better

knowledge of piano because he wanted to be a piano performer,
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which became the main reason for why Schumann was known for
implying reverberation and expression the instruments through his
music. Schumann’s piano pieces mainly classified as character
pieces, etudes, sonata and others. In 1830, “Abegg Variations”, Op. 1
was written after he concentrated on piano performance and
composing, and it was considered as his premier performance work.
[t was originally composed as a symphony, but the piece became a
piano solo which formed withmain theme, three variations, cantabile
and finale at the end. Different from typical classical period
variations, Schumann’s “Abegg Variations”, Op. 1 considered as a
free fantasy. In other words, the relationship between the main
theme and variations was weak or the variation itself could be
considered as the independent piece. The word ‘Abegg’ converted
to the five notes ‘A-Bb-E-G-G’ and the use of pitches maintained
unity and continuity.

In this study, we will analyze the characteristic elements of
“Abegg Variations” through study of Schumann’s life, background
information of pieces, song analysis, which would help performing

this piece.
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