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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of Schumann’s {Violin Sonata Op. 105)

and Study of the Narrative

Boram Shin
Department of Collaborative Piano
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This paper is a study to analyze the music of Schumann’s
{Violin Sonata Op. 105) and to find the hidden narrative elements in
the work. The narrative in music recognizes the events in the work
as timely and dynamic and communicates so that the audience can
understand that human emotion and life’'s phenomenon and actions
are contained in the music. Schumann’s (Violin Sonata Op. 105) is
a latter work composed in 1851, while Schumann suffered from

mental illness in this period, his inner sensitivity, lyricism and
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power of enthusiasm is felt in the works. The narrative elements
can be found in the pieces that contain Schumann’s life and

emotions.

Before looking into the narrative elements in the work, the
study analyzes the general music to understand the musical
characteristics by analyzing the structure, form, composition,
melody, rhythm, chord and other elements. Based on this, the
element of analysis suggested by Robert Hatten is used to find the

hidden narratives in the work.

Schumann’s (Violin Sonata Op. 105) is composed of three
movements in total. The first movement is a sonata form, A
minor, six-eight time, including emotions with ‘Mit
leidenschaftlichem Ausdruck’ playing passionately. The second
movement is a rondo form of A-B-A-C-A’-codetta, F major,
two-fourth time, allegretto tempo. It consists of lyrical and lively
expressive elements. The third movement is a sonata form, A
minor, two-fourth time, in a lively and active atmosphere with a
‘Lebhaft’. The first, second and third movement includes many
articulations in detail with characteristics of the violin and piano

part going back and forth.

The narrative analytical element of the first movement is the
motif of the first theme motive that is an ‘analytical element that
develops theoretically’ which continuously appears in the whole

song compressing the expressive tone and character of the piece.
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The second movement in an atmosphere of close people sitting
across from each other in a conversation frequently appears
‘rhetorical analytical element’ that changes the mood of the song
and the scene of the conversation. In the third movement the first
theme of the toccata style continues to appear as an imitation
between the piano and violin part. As the ‘dialogic exchange’

continues to evolve it creates an urgent atmosphere.

As a result in analyzing Schumann’s (Violin Sonata Op. 105),
the paper finds that looking into the narrative elements in the
piece and the expressional aspect adds a semantic interpretation to
the existing music analysis. Through the research the paper
expects the performers to newly understand the work and be able
to perform well to express the life and emotions of Schumann

within the piece to the audience.
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