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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Liquor Industry of Song Dynasty

KIM JUN KWEN
Dept. of History

Graduate School

Sung Shin Womens University

Song era was an age of modern characteristic in Chinese
history, the transitional characteristics of which were the
transformation of aristocracy into bureaucracy of high raking
officials, the emergence of tenant farmer system, and the
prevalenceindirect tax over direct tax, as source for the
national finance. Due to the financial deterioration of Song
era, Reliance on direct tax naturally began to give way to
indirect tax dependency, the expansion of indirect tax, in the
end, resulted in various kinds of taxes, and the most
important items among them was the monopoly on salt, tea,
and liquor. So 1t was Song era that liquor products became
monopolized. First of all, regarding Chinese liquor history,
the origin of liquor was looked into, and the analysis of the
records about liquor appeared in Chinese history books
traced 1its origin back to 4000 years ago, while its
archeological remains revealed that the history goes more

than 6000 vyears, and then the developmental stage of
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Chinese liquor was divided into 5 stages. As for the
monopoly of Chinese liquor and National finance, the
establishment of levy system on liquor was analyzed in
detail. On the other hand, and contemporary state of liquor
sale was also looked into by studying 'JeongJeom' and
'Gakjeom', both of which were government operated stores,
and 'Bakho', which was private operation. The indirect liquor
tax increased with the expansion of national finance due to
the development of commercial economy and agricultural
productivity. In Song era, it was not the central government
but the local government that Levied tax on liquor, but then
the ncome was shifted to central government. Regarding
Song's cities where its dignitariesof high raking officials
resided, the developmental differences from Western cities
and the characteristic of Chinese cities were investigated. In
ancient times, Chinese cities were controlled by the
aristocracy, but then they were high ranking officials in
modern times, even though the cities were not
self —governed, they served as administrative bases, and the
process of transformation into economic commercial cities in
Song era was looked into. Those prime examples are
'GaeBong of BukSong era' and 'ImAn of NamSong era.
(GaeBong and ImAn developed into planned city, taking
advantage of geographical position, where various convenient
facilities were well stocked for the ruling class of the

dignitaries. Lastly, the historical situation of the
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contemporary and the reputation of liquor in lives of the
contemporary are analyzedby looking into the life of high
ranking officials, some of the primefigures of whom are Gu
Yang—soo, Yang An—seok, So Dong—pa, and Jin Yeo—eul.
Liquor, a significant contributor to national finance,
hadgeneral influence on the society of Song era, and the
result was the modernization of the times. Above all it was
Song era that showed prominent enrichment in both quality
and quantity of liquor. According thehistory books, there
were more than 600 kinds of liquor at that times. And with
the emergence of distilled liquor, the quality of liquor also
considerably advanced in quality, so it was Song era when
the foundation for China to be powerful country in liquor was
laid. Even though the study could not quite overcome the
micro point of view, it was fortunate that the conclusion
could be drawn from macro perspective, which was intended
in the study. Song era had strong modern elements.
Considering that there are currently no comprehensive
studies on the liquor of Song era in Korea, the study can be
highly appreciated in a way that the study was based on
excellent achievement of Chinese scholars and Japanese

scholars.
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