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ABSTRACT

Pattern of Operation Changing in Free Choice Activity of the

Early Childhood Teachers who participated in Small group mentoring

Youn, Hyang-Mi
Major in Childhood Education
Department of Education

The Craduate School

Sungshin Women’s University

The purpose of this study is to examining the changes of early childhood
teachers who participated in small group mentoring activities and looking at
the patterns of changes and operating difficulties in free choice activity To

achieve this purpose, the following research subjects were established.

First, what is the difficult of early childhood teacher who is participated
in small group mentoring activities while operating a free choice

activity?

Second, what is the changes of the early childhood teachers who
participated in mentoring activities in operating of free choice

activity?

Third, what 1s the experience of change of the early childhood teacher

who participated in small group mentoring?



This study was performed by narrative inquiring method, four teachers of
A kindergarten and S kindergarten by conducting small group mentoring
from 2011, March 9 to July 25 in Seoul. Small group mentoring were
performed for total 30 times, in which 10 times for each mentoring
kindergarten, and 10 times by two kindergarten teachers get together. This
study were designed to examining the changes of preschool teachers who
participated in small group mentoring activities and looking at the patterns
of changes and operating difficulties in free choice activity. And evaluated
the characteristics of small group mentoring and the change of process of
teachers who was participated in. During the study period, total 30 of
interviews, journals, field notes, various documents and other materials were
collected. The collected data were analyzed through categorization.

Results from this study are as follows:

First, in free choice activities, teachers of young children are confused
about how the play in actual game situations would be implemented. The
confusion was resulted in the difficulties in understanding of the role of the
teachers who leading the activities of children. Difficulties of the preschool
teacher were about the environmental configuration which are placement of
interest the region or providing toys. These difficulties were often due to
the limited facilities and the teacher’s intentions to configure activities
around group in Kkindergarten classroom environment

Teachers had difficulty in dealing with the conflict occurred during free
choice activities. The repetitive conflict between infants caused prejudices

between teachers and peers, and troubleshooting for uncooperative parents.



Teachers were sometimes discouraged by not doing mediate appropriately
conflicts between infants. The difficulty of these teachers was burdened in
guiding and intervening play between peers in case of without support
teachers or the high proportion of infant per teacher or existence of
premature infants enrolled. Teachers expressed that there were difficulties in
planning and evaluating meaningful interaction in operating activities when

there were chaos by noise and unorganized environment after activities.

Second, The teachers who were confused by how free choice activities be
implemented in a real game situation have been changed to try to find a
balance between their own teaching purposes and children’s play as
continuing the small group mentoring. The change were appeared from the
teacher—centered space to the space for the children’s play as continuing
small group mentoring. This study was were eager to increase the stability
of children's play by reconfiguring the interest of play with taking into
account the physical limitations of classroom in the entire Kkindergarten
space.

The teacher’s difficulties caused by the individual children causing conflict
in play were appeared in an effort to accept individual nature of children by
mentoring small groups. The teachers were struggled to cementing the
kindergarten as a space for play and live together by asking assistance
from other children as well as by themselves to guide problem causing
infants. These efforts of teachers eliminated prejudice the children have had,
and reduced the conflict between infants overall. In addition, teachers have
recognized the noise and unorganized environment as source of confusion in

the free choice activity time and was changed by cleaning up the



environment and making children concentrated on play. Through small
group mentoring, teachers realize that a source of confusion is unnecessary
noise, tried various trials to the children to concentrate on play by how to
reduce the noise. The teachers’ worries about after playing organizing have
raised the views overlooking the classroom. To ensure children be well
organized , teachers were realized to have a perspective of the infant and
the necessary to be prepared in advance and prepared ahead of time, and
they recognized to be a good example for children. In addition, they have
accepted that looking back and controlling by themselves is more important
than a formal record-assessment form of free choice activities.

Third, the teaches who participated in small group mentoring has strain
in showing his class or appearing as teacher. Through small group
mentoring, they often expressed expectations that the worries during his
teaching career was issued openly on the surface. Teachers who participated
in small group mentoring also liked to accept the study as new chance for
new educational activities or an opportunity for learning the new
kindergarten because they worked on different place. Small group mentoring
has provided the opportunity that teachers communicate with other
colleagues who has in same situation about his questions kept through his
teaching career. Teachers have effort to keep an objective to try to look at
the play of young children and sympathized each other as early childhood
teachers. Teachers have gained the psychological stabilities from the
homogeneity as early childhood teachers through dialogue, and felt
stimulation and challenge by heterogeneity as another kindergarten teacher.
The teachers who participated in small group mentoring activities renewed

recognition of free choice activities, and made various efforts and challenge



to change themselves. Small group mentoring make share their experiences
the between the teacher, gave them an opportunity to use it as leverage to
improve their teaching skills. Over time, teachers recognized the educational
meaning and his role of the operation of free choice activities. In addition,
Teacher has looked back on their own thought that role and identity of
childhood teachers as a self-reflective. The self-reflection that teachers
teaching children should be re-learned from them has improved the growth
as a teacher and profession. In addition, the changes of teachers has made
the process of circulation that educational effect of free choice activities

went back to children.
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