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ABSTRACT

A Study on Sojae Noh Su-shin’s Poetry Literature

Cho Hea-chang
Dept of Chinese Literature
Graduate School of

SungShin Women's University

Sojae(fix75) Noh Su-shin(E ~FHE;1515-1590) is a figure who had lived in
Mokreungseongse(B2f& % 1) in the 16th century whose writing style had
been brilliant. He was respected as a poet and philosopher, and reached up
Yeonguijeong (#!# B :High State Councillor) even in a government post.
However, looking in even his life carefully that is seen to have had high
reputation and the striking fortune of starting his official career, he can be
known to have had considerably a life full of ups and downs. He is a
figure who did set out banishment in his early 30s when is the most
golden age in life, who suffered pain in a place of exile of Jindo for 22
years, and who entered upon substantially the government post with being
released just when becoming the mid 50s. As for what he could go up the
highest position in a short time in the face of the government-post life
that was begun belatedly, the special trust of king Seonjo(‘&ijill) might be
the primary factor, of course. However, even the experienced conduct,
which was obtained through the life of exile, is thought to have been

likely a major cause.

To understand Sojae, there is a need to examine the stature as a scholar



of Yangmyeonghak(F7 £ teachings of Wang Yang-ming) together with
his poetry literature. Sojae strived to accept it as a mandate from Heaven
with conquering frustration and resentment in the exile period, and was
absorbed in learning for lots of time in its process. As a result, own
theory was established. This originated from skepticism for Zhu Xi's
philosophy that he had believed in the meantime. He proceeded with fixing
its framework with accepting the thought of Nah Heum-sun(¥E#<JH) in
Ming Dynasty. His philosophy confronted objection of Saryu(+:Z%f)s with
the center on Toegye who have Zhu Xi's scholastic mantle, which is the
mainstream at that time, and of Gi Dae-seung(#F K7t) - Lee Hang(ZF1H).
However, his faith got firmer, thereby coming to establish theory of
Igiilwonlon(B 5 — ) that can be said to be new coordinate in Gi
philosophy (&% £:) of Joseon. This had great influence upon Gi
philosophy (& ##) in Joseon, was systematized by many scholars, and
came to coexist in philosophical history of Joseon together with
Igiiwonlon(# 5% - G4a), and can be guessed that Sojae’s role was great in
its process.

Sojae also asserted that a desire is essence of being possessed by a
person, thereby having no need to be in line with tao(G&) by being
recklessly cut. Positivity on a desire was literally accepted by his
literature, caused a change in moderate Songsipung(“Ai¥ /&), which had
been popular at that time, and allowed the poetic theory of
Haedonggangseosipa(# #{L i 5§{k) to advance one step further, thereby
having created big sensation in the literary world at that time. As Sojae is
a worker for Haedonggangseosipa(#f H{LPH5{K), he was a figure who

widely experienced Hwang Jeong-gyeon and Jinsado, and simultaneously



was a figure who admired Dubo(ff:j). He is said to have studied Dubo in
Jeokgeoji(place of exile) and did read voraciously his poetry about 2,000
times enough. As a result, he came to be admired as saying of being
Joseon—-based revival of Dubo from Heo Gyun. He comes to play a role of
bridge in appearance of Samdangpa(— k) through Saugwangye(fifi /<
%) that he made with Baek Gwang-hun(F1¥:#) - Choe Gyeong-chang(t£
B% 5). Through this, Sojae can be known to be a figure who posed a role
of bridge in the process of reading voraciously Dangsi(f i) with
accepting Songsi(‘K ).

Characteristic in Sojae’s poem is what properly uses Junguibeop( ™ 3%1%),
repetition method (5 f21%), conversational tone(¥f:5#%) in rhetorical device
and expression technique. Proper nouns such as land name - person’s
name * government post name - philosophical terminology - Ganji Wwere
utilized positively as poetic diction. Even Lieo({£i%) and conjunction were
properly distributed. Thus, excellent poetic effect is being achieved. His
progressive extremity in this way also receives positive evaluation.
Analyzing poetry by content, it is summarized as Seunggyeongjajeok (¥ 5t
Hi#%) and Talsokjihyang(Jitf+ #5171), loyalty to Sachin(f&#!) and Yeongun
(f&#), Jeonghoe(fH1%) in frustration and Chogeuk, Chimjam(7L¥%) and
achievement in learning, and realistic depiction of natural landscape.
Sojae’s poetry is receiving evaluation as saying of 'having Mangyunjise
(#49.224)" mostly in his poetic style. It can be said to be evaluation of
integrating grand and deep taste in poem.

Sojae left immortal achievement of establishing literature and philosophy
by subliming barren and poor environment rather into new life with

suffering pain for 22 years in Jeokgeoji(place of exile). He achieved the



refined work world with energetic creativity and resolute determination by
accepting reality as destiny and subliming this with conquering frustration
in exile. Through the delicate consideration on his work world, it will be
able to be known to be never vain reputation in which he was ranked as
Hosoji(i#%.2) together with Jeong Sa-ryong(#f+fE) - Hwang Jeong-uk
(#1L5%) and was admired as ‘Gwangaksamjeol(fi =), Even the
evaluation as saying that he allowed Gwaninmunhak(Fy ASC2) in the mid

Joseon to go up the top will come to be recognized not to be excessive.

Keywords: Sojae(fi£75) Noh Su-shin(& FhE), Songsi(K:¥), Gangseosipa
(JLPuRFIR), Gwangakmunin(f ¥ C A), Haedonggangseosipa (¥ 4L P4 FFik),
Dangsi(JE5¥F), Yangmyeonghak(F% W] & teachings of Wang Yang-ming).
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