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[=3% 1] George de la Tour, The Penitent Magdalene, 133 X 102cm, oil on
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[=%= 4] Gerhard Richter, Two candles, 121.92x101.6cm, oil on linen, 1982
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acrylic on panel, 2023-2024
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4}, 116.8 x50cm, soft pastel, acrylic on panel, 2023
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, 145.5X97cm, soft pastel, acrylic on panel, 2023
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oil on canvas, 2023-2024
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ABSTRACT

A Study of Light (&) Painting
for the Perception of Wishes

- Focusing on my work -

Bae, Yun Jin
Dept. of Western Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This paper explores the development and visual expression of the series
Portraits of Light (f&), created between 2022 and 2024. Portraits of Light
refers to paintings portraying wishes through the metaphor of lanterns.
The work stems from the idea that light, deeply symbolic and essential in
human life, has historically been a vessel for hope and desire.

Wishing, a universal and enduring act, has often taken the form of
rituals imbued with cultural meaning. In studying these traditions, I
observed a strong connection between light and wish-making. Inspired by
this, I adopted the lantern as a symbolic form to express human desire.
Initially, I created self-portraits that represented my personal wishes
through the image of a lantern. The act of painting these lanterns

became a personal ritual, offering me emotional stability and a sense of
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connection to my aspirations. As the work developed, I expanded its focus
to include the wishes of others, creating a series of diverse lantern
portraits that invite viewers to reflect on their own desire.

In this series, I used black and white to emphasize the contrast
between light and darkness, highlighting the radiance of the lanterns. And
[ used soft pastels, a material that evokes a tactile feel. Soft pastels were
applied through a repetitive process of layering and rubbing, a method
that felt closely tied to the earnestness of wish-making.

In this paper, I review the thematic and theoretical background of my
work, focusing on the perception of wishes, and describe how this theme
was expressed artistically. To achieve this, 1 explored the role that the
element of touch can play in painting. I also looked into artists and works
that use candles as a painting material, to see if they relate to my own
work. Through this study, I aim to explore the potential directions and
growth of my work, providing a foundation for future artistic

development.
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