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ABSTRACT

A Portrait of Minority Identity

- Focusing on Researcher’ s work -

DOA KIM
Dept. of Western Painting
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

This thesis is written based on an art piece displayed on January of 2021
in the thesis show, named “Kim—Miyeorr Kim Doa: How to be the

protagonist” and made by this writer.

As one carries on with life, everyone experiences failure. And people
end up at the cross roads of choices. In my case, I have been a little lost
while deciding to either give in to the system or fight against it. The
sense of being slowly cut off from the society was accompanied by
isolation and depression. I have tried diligently in numerous ways to

release this pressure.

This thesis is based on life-long struggle of such. First, introduction
begins with purpose of this study and it’ s motive. Next, body consists of

3 chapters such as the following.
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Chapter 1 analyzes Korean society’ s deeply rooted hate against the
minority. This has close relations to my personal experiences such as
sexual violence victim, woman, gender minority. We look into moments
where minorities had to be left as an ‘uncomfortable beings’ despite

the betterment of Korean society compared to before.

In chapter 2, somewhat theoretical solution to overcome such issues are
introduced. For example, making a clear picture of what one wants to be
through method of elimination. [ introduce not only ways to achieve
expressing oneself through gender identity related vocabulary, but ways to

show one’ s identity through one’ s preferences and social environments.

In chapter 3, works by me will be introduced to solidly express the
solution from previous chapter. [ am projected entirely through the
faceless body in the monitor. By through body expression using method of
elimination, portrait of “me” is made. This chapter focuses on method of

expression through “wiping” , which is the core of this piece.

In conclusion, I was able to thoroughly analyze the problem ahead and
give form to the anxiety I have suffered by expressing it artistically, not
leaving anything out. This was liberating in some sense. Through aligning
my action in life with artistic action, this I could firmly reestablish the new

point of view of the world.
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Through this thesis, I would like to look at particular issue this age is
facing and suggest an artistic solution of a kind. Everyone wishes for a
better life for themselves. I also has hopes for this society, wishing for an
equal and peaceful every-day-life. However, there are still sides to Korean
society where minorities are shown in negative light. Identity should be a
bountiful foundation to set one’ s individuality on, not one’ s source of
anxiety. On this foundation, everyone may grow positivity fed with art,
making the world a more vibrant place. As how art comes in various
shapes and sizes, so does people. That is why Korean society needs to be
able to see the world in different light through art. I hope for this thesis

to help change hate against difference into hope for variety.
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