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ABSTRACT

Sungkyungwan in Sejong Era

Park Eun Im
Department of History
Graduate School of

Sungshin University

Sungkyunkwan (B ¥9f) was a higher educational institution of teaching
students of Confucian who were preparing a liberal arts and an academic
institution which studied on Neo-Confucianism. According to Sejong Era,
high state councilors of over Jong-2-pum were appointed to
Sungkyunkwan and they were in charge of the operation of
Sungkyunkwan.

Looking at Sejong Era to find out who were appointed to what
positions and were in charge if Sungkyunkwan’s operation, the
characteristics of Sungkyunkwan's operation could be divided into 3
periods. In the first period(141871430), Sejong chose and appointed
officials in charge of Sungkyunkwan’s operation among Taejong had
selected. In the second period(143171437), the service period of officials in
charge of Sungkyunkwan’s operation was shorter than other periods. It
1s judged that Sejong filled up officials from Sungkyunkwan for the

human power shortage. In the third period(144171450), it is appeared that



Sejong reappointed officials in charge of Sungkyunkwan to solve the
operational tasks.

Looking at officials who were in charge of Sungkyunkwan’s operation
in Sejong Era, it found that many of them were connected to Gwongun.
In the early Choseon Dynasty, Gwongun’s academic achievements and
the policy of promoting academy had a great influence on the overall
national education of Choseon. The point that many officials who were
in charge of Sungkyunkwan's operation had personal relations with
Gwongun suggests the possibility that the relationship with him would
be important in selecting officials for Sungkyunkwan.

On the other hand, it emphasized the educational aspect on the
characteristics of officials in charge of Sungkyunkwan's operation. In
fact, it 1s possible to see that they worked at institutions which required
academic abilities like Jiphyeonjeon or Yemungwan as well as
administrative and political institutions such as Uijeongbu, Yukjo, and
Seongjungwon. It means that they were equipped political and
administrative abilities rather than leaning on the academic tendency. As
the result, it is judged that they could be appointed to academic
institutions as well as other positions which required administrative
abilities.

In short, it is possible to assume that officials who had human
relations with Gwongun Wwere the mainstream in the operation of
Sungkyunkwan in the situation that the king exercised the strong right
of personnel management at Sungkyunkwan in Sejong Era. On the other

hand, officials who were in charge of Sungkyunkwan’ operation had an



academic as well as political and administrative abilities and that is why
that they were appointed to a variety of positions. Eventually, according

to the above fact, it is had to say that officials who were in charge of

Sungkyunkwan's operation were simply the head of an educational

institution.
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