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ABSTRACT

Political Activities of Queen Junghee(H®FJ5) in Sejo
Era

PARK SU JIN
Department of History
Graduate School of
Sungshin University

Queen Jeonghee(F#® T/5) is a very important person in studying the
early history of Joseon Dynasty. This study examined how Queen
Jeonghee acted as a queen in the era of Sejo. The study intended to
reveal that various ceremonies Queen Jeonghee participated in or a series
of acts she carried out with Sejo were closely related to how Sejo did
politics and that she acted with a political sense.

This study paid attention to banquets such as Chaeckbongui(JHE4%),
Sangjonhoui( F%&59%4%), Harye(Eiis), Tanilyeon(it H'%:), Hoeraeyeon (& i
%) and Pungjeong(® ) among ceremonies conducted for the king and
the queen in the era of Sejo. Queen Jeonghee was selected as a queen
after Sejo ascended the throne, and as Sejo received a eulogistic
posthumous title of a king during his reign for the first time among
kings of Joseon, she also received such title. In the era of Sejo,
Haryeyeon( & &%), Tanilyeon, Hoerayeon and Pungjeong etc. often took

place and Queen Jeonghee also held such banquets as queen. Sejo often

appeared at such banquets together with Queen Jeonghee.



This study found how Queen Jeonghee saw the then political situations
through "The Annals of King Sejos. Queen Jeonghee's unofficial political
participation can be divided into three categories; cases in which she
directly made political remarks, cases in which her political remarks were
indirectly mentioned through Sejo, cases in which she told to Sejo about
political incidents in Hangeul($F&). It appears that Queen Jeonghee made
a judgement on political situations and Sejo respected and accepted it.
Through this, it was possible to confirm that she had an eye for politics
and tried to actively engage in politics assisting Sejo.

Sejo often participated in banquets and granted an audience to court
officials with Queen Jeonghee. And he also participated in official visits
with Queen Jeonghee such as Gangmu(#it), SunhaengG&E),
Neunghaeng (F£¢) and Gwanga(#l#). Sejo wanted to raise his authority
among the people through such visits and also to make Queen Jeonghee
receive respect from the people by going with her. Sejo actively
advocated Buddhism and Queen Jeonghee believed in Buddhism as well.
As Sejo ascended the throne by removing his nephew from the throne,
he lacked legitimacy in his throne and his authority was severely
damaged in the course. Therefore, he tried to secure his transcendental
authority in Buddhism and to grant a transcendental authority to Queen

Jeonghee as a spouse of a king as well.
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