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ABSTRACT

The Effects of Economic Education Activities
Using Seasonal Customs on Young Children’s

Economic Concepts and Pro-Social Ability

Chun, Mim-Kyung

Major in Early Childhood Education
Department of Education

Graduate School of Education
Sungshin Women‘s University

Using seasonal customs of the various folk phenomena passed down
periodically with the flow of one year from January to December, this
study intends to inspect the effects of seasonal customs on young
children’s economic concepts and pro-social properties when they are
applied to practice of young children’s economic education. And it aims
at offering the basic data for composing the economic education
activities to influence positively on young children’s economic concepts
and pro-social behaviors at the field.

According to these purposes above, research topics were set like

followings.
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First, What are the effects of economic education. using seasonal
customs influence on young children’s economic concepts?
Second, 1. What are the effects of economic education. using seasonal

customs influence on young children’s pro-social ability?

This study was done for 47 young children of 4-years-old in 2
classes of A Kindergarten at Seoul. The number of young children by
group was 23, 24, respectively. One class was randomly assigned as the
experimental group, and the other as the control group.

In order to measure economic concepts of young children, 'Economic
Concept Test for Young Children’ by Mi -Ja Park(2008) was used. And,
to measure social behaviors of young children, ’Questionnaire on
pro-social behaviors for teachers’ was used, which originated from
Pro-social Behavior Questionnaire(PBQ) of Weir and Duveen(1981) and
then adapted - corrected by Yeon-Hi Kwon(1995), complemented by
Su-Min Lee(2005).

As for the economic education activities using seasonal customs, it
was performed for the experimental group infants for 8 weeks from
20th, Oct(Mon) to 12th, Dec. 2008(Fri), two times a week, total 16
times. For young children of the experimental group, economic education
activities using seasonal customs were given for 60 mins centered on
region of interest in the free choice activity class, every earlier Tuesday
and Thursday. For infants of the control group, instruction was given

according to life theme. To analyze difference of the economic concepts
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and pro-social behaviors between the groups, analysis of
covariance(ANCOVA) was performed using SPSS program.
The research results of this study are like followings below.

First, economic education activities using seasonal customs had the
positive effect on improving young children’s economic concepts. Young
children’s of the experimental group who participated in the economic
education activities using seasonal customs had the higher points than
those of the control group in the concepts on scarcity - selection,
opportunity cost, consumption, goods and service, currency, price and
exchange, market.

Second, economic education activities using Seasonal customs
influenced positively on increasing young children’s pro-social behaviors.
Young children’s of the experimental group who participated in the
economic education activities using seasonal customs had the higher
points than those of the control group in the sharing and cooperating
behaviors.

As the result, it showed that economic education activities using
seasonal customs have the positive effects on young children’s economic

concepts and pro-social behaviors.
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