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ABSTRACT

A study on Sonata for Violin and Piano
No.2 in D Major, Op.94bis

by Sergei Prokofiev

Park, Sung hee

Department of

Collaborative Piano

Graduate School of Education

Sungshin Women's University

This thesis is a research about the <Sonata for Violin and piano in
D Major, Op.94bis> composed by a Russian composer Sergei Prokofiev
(1891-1953). It was originally written for Flute and piano in 1943.
However, it was recomposed for wviolin and piano as a renowned
violinist David Oistrakh suggested in 1944.
In the 1920‘s, there was a new trend called ‘Neo-Classicism.
Composers were willing to return to an old styles because they were
trying to seek a new musical movement against an excessive

emotionalism of the late—-Romanticism, Impressionism, and Expressionism.



As representative composers in Neo—Classicism, there are Eric Satie
(1866-1923), Maurice Ravel (1875-1937), Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)
in France, Max Reger (1873-1916), Paul Hindemith (1895-1963) in
Germany, Ferruccio Busoni (1866-1924), Alfredo Casella (1883-1947)
in Italy, Igor Stravinsly (1882-1971) in Russia. Prokofiev was also
influenced by Neo-classcism so that he used the structure in the
Classic era and combined it with his own unique and distinctive

compositional techniques.

This sonata i1s in four movements based on a typical sonata structure.
The first movement is written in a sonata form, the second movement
is in a Scherzo, the third movement is in a slow ABA’ form, and the
last movement is in a Rondo sonata form. The second and third
movement presents changes comparing with a typical musical structure

by Prokofiev.

The first movement displays a lyrical melody, three notes—motive in a
triplet and its repetition, uses of a wide leaps and frequent use of
strong dissonances. Even though Prokofiev shows an unstable harmony,
he basically underlines a main tonality presented at the beginning of
the movement. The second movement, called “ Scherzo” begins with a
playful and lively motive in the violin and piano. Prokofiev uses an
ostinato rhythm, hemiola, an open-5th chord, various harmonies such
as 9th, 11th, and 13th in both instruments throughout the movement.
The third movement starts with very lyrical and calm melody in the
violin while the piano displays an accompaniment patterns, broken

chords and unison in the both hands of the piano. In this movement,



Prokofiev restates a triplet—-motive used in the first movement. The
last movement clearly presents boisterous and brilliant timbre by
repetitive chords and percussive sonority in the piano as well as a

playful melody shown in the wide leap in the violin.

This thesis will looks into Prokofiev's life, Neo-classicism, five
distinctive compositional techniques from his autobiography (Classical,
Modern, Toccata, Lyrical, Grotesque). For a more detailed understanding,
musical examples will be also provided. A thesis will also present very
specific analysis of each movement of the sonata. Finally, an effective

performance technique for an ensemble will be discussed as well.

<Sonata for Violin and Piano in D Major, Op.94bis> is regarded as a
representative 20" century violin sonata displaying a Neo-classicism

and Prokofiev's own unique compositional techniques.
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