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ABSTRACT

A Study on the "4 Etudes Op.2. for Piano

by Sergei Prokofiev

Jo, Yeon Hee

Major in Instrumental music
Department of Music

The Graduate School of

Sungshin Women's University

This thesis explores Russian Composer Sergei Prokofiev's <4 Etudes,
Op.2>(1909) concentrating on his musical characteristics and
compositional technique.

Prokofiev is one of the most famous 20" century composers who
composed many piano pieces including 9 Piano Sonatas and 5 Piano
Concertos. He is known for using 5 unique characteristics in his pieces
—classical, modern, toccata-like, lyrical, grotesque. These are
Prokofiev's representative musical characters which he explains in his
autobiography. He uses both traditional and modern forms in his
compositions. Based on these forms, he emphasizes tonal and lyrical

melody.



<4 Etudes, Op.2> is consists of 4 pieces which are based on several
motives in its original and modified format. These motives are the
essential elements which unify the piece, and they also bring a
diversity. No.1 (D Minor) is consists of 4 motives. This piece has
toccata-like character with a strong percussional sound, and it requires
solid finger technique with strong sound for the consecutive 3™ and
octaves. No.2 (E Minor) is written for the scale practice. It has
different time signatures in the left hand and right hand, but the 3
motives which evenly used in both hands unify them together. The
ostinato bass helps to the unification of piece while lyrical melodies
changes continuously. It is the most lyrical piece among the four
etudes, and the only piece which ends with soft dynamic(mp). No.3 (C
Minor) is the longest piece with many tempo changes. It is based on 3
motives with consecutive rhythmic figures which bring toccata-like
character, and he often used chromatic scale. The last piece No.4 (C
Minor) is very fast and energetic piece. The ostinato bass in the left
hand brings metric pulse while the movies with short rhythms and
staccatos show percussional sound.

Prokofiev achieves unification and diversity simultaneously by the
effective use of motives. He reaches the purpose of etude, a study for
the various technique, by using toccata-like and percussional elements.
In this piece, not as a technical practice but as a concert repertoire,
he attains brilliant technical elements and lyrical expression

successfully as well.
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